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^GOD'S MIGHTY POWER 
MAGNIFIED^ 

AS MANIFESTED AND REVEALED IN HIS 
EAITHFUL HANDMAID, 

JOAN VOKII^«, 

WTio departed this life the %1ndof the bth rnnnih, 1690, 

lauing fiuisfirJi ^r ^mit, nnti bfrt tlic /aitlj. 



SOME ACCOUNT 01- HER ESERCISi;S, 

WORKS OF FAITH, LABOUil OP LOVE, k GREAT 

TRAVELS IN THE WORl OF THE MINISTRY, 

FOR THE GOOD OF SOULS. 



" But we haTe this Treaaiire in Earthen Vesiels, tbat the EiceUency 

of the Power may be of God, aail not of us."— 2 Cor. !». 7. 

" And he Eaid, mj Grace is sufBcient &(■ thee i for my atreaglh ji 

mode perfect in wcakuesa." — 2 Cor. xiL 9. 
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" Sbe being head yet spbaxeth," 



Is a language that aeems peculiarly applicable in 
tlie reviral of the writings of that devoted servant 
of the Lord, Joan Vokbis ; which having come to 
hand very ucespectedly, during a time of deep 
affliction from severe illness, were felt to be so 
comforting and strengthening in the root of divine 
life, that we would fain offer them afreali to the 
public, by re-printing and showing forth so valuable 
a life as was that of this dear dedicated friend ; ia 
the desire that it may lead many to eonaider whether 
they, like her, are faithfully occupying with the 
talent committed unto them, in humility and with 
godly fear ; and that it may stimulate and encourage 
them, in this day of great declertBion and departure 
from primitive zeal and faithfulness, to uphold the 
standard of Truth, and Power, committed to our 
a2 
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fathers and to us to maintain by a faithful testimony- 
bearing, according to the convictions of Grace im- 
parted to all, that they may lend an ear thereunto, 
and be saved thereby; — all the honour and the 
praise belonging unto Christ who strengtheneth us, 

Fritchley, near Derby, 

23rd of 2nd month, 1871. 



TO THE READER. 



Friendly Reader, the following papers and 
epistles here collected together, and printed for thy 
benefit, were not written and glvea forth by the 
will of man, or worldly wisdom, but by the will and 
bidden wisdom of God, which is (and ever was) a 
mystery to the learned seribes, and wise disputants 
of this world, and aa foolishnesB to them. 

Therefore, if thou wouldsfc come to receive the 
comfort, that is couched under the words and 
expressions, and partake of the sweetness of that 
life from whence they proceeded, then must thou 
turn in thy mind to the manifestation of the Spirit 
of Christ, which doth enlighten thee and all man- 
kind, and is in great mercy freely given thee to 
profit withal, which gift of God is the only key that 
opens tlie mysteries of life and salvation, and reveals 
the things of God ; which no man can know or 
understand, but by the inspiration of that same 
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Holy Spirit, which I desire thou mayst in humility 
wait to feel, to open and enlarge thy heart, by 
inspiring thee, and thereby a good understanding 
mayst obtain, both to discern the things belonging 
to thy peace, and also to savour and taste thereof, 
to thy comfort and satisfaction, and so to have the 
sense from the witness in thy own conscience, from 
whence the following things came. 

So requesting thee to read without prejudice, in 
the fear of that God that searcheth thy heart, that 
thou mayst receive the benefit, which in true love 
is heartily wished thee by 

Thy sincere friend, 

0, SANSOM, 

Note, that the following papers are not exactly 
placed, as to the dates, which the reader is desired 
to pass by. 



AN ACCOUNT and TESTIMONY concerning 
JOAN VOKINS, FROM THE QUARTERLY 
MEETING FOR BERKSHIRE. 

As eoncerning our dear friend and well-beloved 
Bister in the Lord, Joan Vokins, this account and 
teatimony lives in our hearts to give forth, that she 
was one whom the Lord called by his grace, and 
endued with power from on high, to preach the 
gospel of the kingdom of Heaven, and (according 
to her measure) her labour and exercise therein was 
effectual to many ; and her care and diligence in 
her service very useful and profitable in the Churches 
of Christ, where she hath travelled, especially in 
those parts where her residence was. 

She was given up to serve the Lord with her 
whole might, depending on the auf&ciency of his 
Power ; and did not count her life, nor any thing of 
this world dear unto her, for the work's sake which 
the Lord had called her unto ; but with great courage 
and confidence, trusting in him (who was her sole 
support) she cheerfully exposed her weak body to 
travel, enduring great hardships both by sea and 
land, in the work and service of the Lord, when 
many perils and dangers divers ways did attend her ; 
and though outwardly weak, she was made strong 
through believing in God's almighty Power. And 
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now having fought a good figlit, and Giiiahed her 
oonrae here with joy, and laid down her head in 
peace, she is crowned with endless life and glory, to 
sing praises and hallelnjaha to the Lord for ever and 
evermore. And throngh her faithfulness to God in 
her day, and valour for his Truth, and courage and 
constancy unto the end, she hath obtained a good 
report among all God's people (that knew her) io 
her generatioa. Her conversation did adorn her 
christian profession, and was Buch as did become the 
gospel; so that ehe praetised what she preached, 
and was a lively pattern, and good example unto 
others in her day. 

And seeing there are few that are in all things 
like-minded, then surely the loss of snch a member 
in the Churches is great, and her work and service 
wanted and missed much among us. But seeing it 
is her great gain, that she ia ceased from her labonra, 
and our God's good pleasure to receive her into 
everlasting rest, it is our duty humhly to submit, 
and say : Thy will, God, be done. And, Lord, 
do thou by thy own Power raise up more such faith- 
ful labourers, and such nursing mothers in thy Israel, 

this was, whom thou hast now removed. 

So for the glorifying of our God, and magnifying 
'of bis Life and Power, which through Christ Jesua, 
was revealed and manifested in this our dear friend 
and sister in the Truth aforesaid, we wore free to 



give forth this short account and testimony, 
onr names Eabscribed. 

Signed at the Quarterly Meeting, at Reading, 
the 4th of the 3rd month, 1691. 



Paul Newman, 

William Austell, 
John Gidden. 

William Cooper. 
Oliver Sa?isom. 

William Speakman. 
Adam Lawrence. 
John Knowles. 
John May. 

WiUiam Lamhole. 



James Potter. 
Edw. Lockey. 
James Mathew. 
John Fagger. 
John Buy. 
John Cotterell. 
Abraham Bonifeild. 
John Brown, 
William Ballard. 



The aboTe-said testimony being read at the 
women's half-year's meeting for the said County, 
held at Reading, on the self same day above speci- 
fied, and ia witness of their unity with their brethren 
therein, and truly owning the same, did also set 
their hands, as followeth : 



Martha Weston. 
Jane Tull. 
Grace Hutckings. 
Mary Sandilans. 
Marjery Potter. 
Elizabeth Adams. 



Rachel Nichols. 
Mary Cooper. 
Jane Ballard. 
Mary Cotterell. 
Marjery Bunce. 
Alice Glover. 



Marab Farmborrow, 
Mary Baker, 
Mary Buy. 
Ma^rgaret Chandler. 
Damaris Burgis. 
Mary Austell, 
Deborah Mathew. 
Joan Orpwood, 



Jane Sansom. 
Elizabeth Wighttmck, 
Elizabeth Bulloch 
Ann Ball. 
Mary Brown. 
Ann Truss. 
Frances Wren, 
Margaret Fulbrooh 
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A TESTIMONY concerning JOAN VOKINS, 
BS THEOPHILA TOWNSEND. 

I HAVE a testimony in my heart to bear for that 
faitMul aervaiit and handmaid of the Lord, Joan 
Vokins ; — that she was a virtuous woman, truly 
fearing God, and one that was full of zeal and 
courage in her testimony for the Lord, and his 
blessed Truth, in her day and time, and did the work 
of the Lord with boldness, and holy confidence, and 
much cheerfulness. She stood a witness for the 
Truth in faithfulness, unto the end of her days, 
against all that did rise up in opposition, or sought 
to hinder the prosperity of it where she was con- 
cerned. I have tttown her above twenty years, 
and have had a correspondence with her by letters, 
and have been at her house, and alio bath been often 
with me, whereby I had the knowledge of her affairs 
relating to the precious Truth, and of her godly 
care and diligence in the work of the Lord, She 
was of a tender spirit, ready to hold forth a hand 
to the weak, to help them on in the way of peace, 
and to watch over them for good, and encourage 
them in well-doing j and much delighted to see those 
that knew the Truth, grow up into the life and usture 

Lof it, to persevere in it in faithfulnesa, hut much 
lamentjug the state of the unfaithful. She had a 
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^^1 godly care upon her for the Chnrch of Christ in I 
^^T general, bat especially where she had laboured, and I 
been oonversant. Her tender care was great. She 
was a nursing mother over the young couTinced ; 
and in her own family, great was her care and en- 
deavours for her haaband and children, that they 
might partake with her of the everlasting comfort, 
and celestial consolation that is the portion of the 
righteous. The Lord was very good unto her, and 
blessed her with a dispensation of the gospel, and 
gave her a word in season to speak to their several 
states and conditions ; and the Lord blessed her 
^^- endeavours, and made them eS'ectual for their benefit, 
^^h and her great comfort and satisfaction : for she waa 
^^P & great sufferer in the time of her first convince- 
I ment among her near relations. And slie was a 

good example among them, that by her good con- 
versation, by the blessing of God, and assistance of 
his grace they wero won to the Truth. Her care 
was great for her children, that they might come to 
a sense of Truth ; that (she said) when she saw ' 
them cumbered, and their minds iiurried with their 
worldly business, that she would call them together ] 
to sit down and wait upon the Lord, and sit with 
them, that he might compose their minds into an 
inward retiredness, and said, the Lord was with her 
in it, and often refreshed her spirit among them. 
And the Lord let her lire to see the fruits of her 



labour, and tlie desire of her aonl concerning ther 
and the good effect that her christian motherly care 
had brought forth, through the blessing of almighty 
God, among them : to Lira be the glory, for he ia 
worthy for ever, 

Her father, and husband, and children, all came 
to receive the Truth ; and her husband ia now a 
Bnfferer for Truth, under that cruel oppression of 
tithes, a prisoner at Reading gaol, with her eldest 
BOD, for the same. And when they were called to 
Buffer, she signified to me in a letter, that it rejoiced 
her heart to see them willing to suffer in so good a 
cause. And her aeal and fervency for the holy 
Truth was such, that she rejoiced to see her near 
and dear relations suffer for it ; not that she was 
glad because they were sufferers, but because they 
were faithful to the Lord, and did choose rather 
to suffer than deny their testimony against tithes, 
that antichristian yoke, which the nation groans 
under, the weight of which, the Lord will overtura 
in his own season, and ease his own heritage of that 
heavy burden ; for be is a never-failing God to his 
fsuthful people. These things are not written only 
for her sake that is taken from us, but also for the 
Bakes of them that remain in the body, that they 
may he like-minded with her, and be found in the 
same practice, watching against evil in their children 
and families, and eucouraging them in a holy life, 
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and judge down pride and vanity, and all Bnperfluity, 
and every hurtful thing, that they may receive the 
Bame blessing, and sweet satisfactiou from the Lord, 
as this our dear deceased friend and sister did, to 
the comfort of her soul, and renewing of her zeal 
and courage in the work and service of the Lord ; 
who in the Power of God, went on to serve the 
Lord with all her might, offering up all that was 
near and dear unto her, not sparing her weak body, 
which in appearance, was fitter to keep her chamber, 
than travel as she did ; who left huahand and children, 
and all outward enjoyments for the Truth's sake, 
and went over sea to answer the Lord, and clear 
herself of the service he had called her unto ; and 
be was with her, and did snpport and uphold her by 
bis mighty Power, and made way for her to travel 
through several islands and provinces, as may be 
seen more at large in the following account. 

She came to visit me not long before she went 
last up to London, and told me she had some papers 
she desb-ed might he made public after her decease, 
expecting her time was not long to remain in ths 
body, being well satisfied, that she should lay down 
her head in peace with God, let death come when it 
would. Her trials and exercises were many, but 
that which was her greatest grief, and heaviest 
burden, and most grievous to be borne, was her 
eu^eriug by false brethren and apostates, who under 



the foTin and profesaion of Truth, did make war, 
and kick against the Life and Power of it ; but her 
zeal for God, was against that libertine backaliding 
spirit. And the Lord bore up her head, and sup- 
ported her at all timea, and brought her through it 
all, and now hath taken her to himself out of all their 
reach, where site rests from ft^r labours, and her 
works do fotlow her. 

In her last letter, dated London, in the 4th 
month, 1690, she EigniSed, now her Bervice was 
finished, and said, I could gladly have laid down my 
body here among the Lord's worthies ; yet seeing 
it is otherwise ordered, I submit to the will of my 
God, and do think to go homeward in a little time, 
or to this purpose, as if slie had known her time to 
be near at hand ; and it was very near indeed, for 
she did not reach home, but died at Beading m 
peace with the Lord, and in unity with all his faith- 
ful people. And blessed be the worthy Name of 
the Lord, she is now set free from all sorrow, pain 
and weakness of body, she was attended with. 

And now the Lord hath taken her to her ever- 
lasting rest, out of all trials, and her peace Is sure, 
and her rest glorious. Holy high praises to the God 
of all our mercies and blessings, who knows beat 
what to do with us, and in what season to take us 
out of the world, and when it will be most for his 
glory and onr good. Although we feel the want of 
b2 
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her, and bewail our loss, yet our loss is her great 
gain. She was very serviceable in the country 
where she lived, and elsewhere ; they miss her, and 
so do we; all that were acquainted with her, know the' 
want of her, yet can say in submission to the will of 
God, Thy will be done, O Lord. 

This is what was with me in a testimony for my 
dear deceased friend and sister in the Truth, J. V., 
with whom my spirit had true unity. And though 
her body is removed, yet her Life is with us. 

THEOPHILA TOWXSEND. 

CftrenceBfeff the lOth of the 
2nd month, 1691. 




MARY DREWET'S TESTIMONY concerning 
JOAN VOKINS. 

CoNCBEKisH our dear and well-belored friend 
aud BJster, Joan VoHriB, who waa sometimes 
coorersant with as, and when it pleased the 
Lord to order her way to visit us, it waa very 
acceptable and edifying to the aincere-hearted 
that loved the Truth. Her innocent life and 
conversation lives in our rememhrance, aud the 
sense of the loving-kindness of the Lord is worthy 
to be retained and kept in mind by all his people, 
which was largely and admirably manifested in 
preserving and upholding of her, through many 
and great exercises and trials, in her service and 
travels in the work of the Lord, even when great 
pains and weaknesses of body were upon her, which 
did very much attend hor all along since (and 
sometime before) the Lord was pleased to call her 
forth in his service; but being borne up by his 
Spirit, she waa given up in his wiU, to be at his 
disposal, and did not look at her own weakness, but 
was preserved in the true patience, having her faith 
standing in the blessed Power of the Lord, that 
failed not. Her afflictions being rightly sanctified 

b3 




unto her, so that alie was made able, though in many 
pains and weakneases of body, to undergo and per- 
form the service the Lord called her unto with 
cheerfulness; and it was her joy to aee friends pros- 
per in the Truth ; and although her bodily presence 
and speech did seem weak, yet her testimony and 
writing was weighty and powerful ; for the Lord in 
the riclies of iiia love had made her a partaker of 
heavenly treasure in her earthen vessel, which I 
liave heard her often acknowledge, taking nothing 
to herself, but ascribing the glory and excellency of 
the Power, to he the free gift of God, through Jeaua 
Christ our Lord. Her care was great concerning 
the young generation, exhorting them to be inwardly 
staid in their minds, that they might grow up in the 
love and life of Truth, so as to feel the work of it 
effected in their own hearts, that they might come 
up to serve the Lord, and succeed their heavenly- 
minded parents, who had finished their course, and 
were at rest in the Lord. And so now seeing it hath 
pleased the Lord to take unto himself this our dear 
friend, who hath done the work of her day in faith- 
fulness, and is entered into everlasting rest and 
peace with the Lord, to sing praise and hallelujahs 
to his holy Name for ever, and for evermore. So 
desiring that we who are left a little behind, may 
prize our time so, as to walk in the footsteps of the 
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faithful that are gone before, who hare sought a 
city as faithful Abraham did, whose builder and 
maker is the Lord. ' 



MART DREWET. 



Cirencester i the 11th of the 
2nd month, 1691. 




R MOTHEB, JOAN I 
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CONOEBNIHa ODK DEAR AND TENDER MOTHER, i 

VOKINS, WHO DEPARTED THIB LIFE TOE 22nd 01' 

THE 5th month, 1690, AT READING, in the 
COUNTY OF BERKS, AT ouB FRIEND JOHN BUY'S 



She being come from London homewards, it 
pleased the Lord to put a stop to her journey, and 
take hor to himself out of all troubles, and from 
her many aore pains, whieh her poor body was afflic- 
ted with. She was one that did truly fear the Lord, 
and Bought the prosperity of his precious Truth 
above all the glory and honour of this world. 
"Whensoever the Lord was pleased to send her forth 
in hie service, she went withont murmuring, believing 
the Lord would carry her through it, though weak 
in body ; who did enable her to bear a faithful living 
testimony to his Name, in this her native land, and 
in places remote beyond the seas, as in Barbadoes, 
and in other parts of America, and in Ireland, 
through great exercises, in patiecoo and cheerful- 
ness, it being as meat and drink to her to do his 
■will. She was one that had a great care in her 
family of ua her children, that we might he nurtured, 
and brought up in tlit fear of the Lord, and have 
a true regard unto him, and his precious Truth, 
Ittbove all things in this 'world. This was lier earnest 




deaire and prayer to the Lord for ua, that we might 
be kU children, that so toe might truly answer the 
end for which we were created. 

And now, though wo cannot but sorrow for the 
loss of 80 near and dear a mother as she was to us, 
both inwardly and outwardly, in giving us good 
counsel, to edification, from our childhood : but 
aince it hath pleased the Lord to take her to him- 
self ; and considering, she hath laid down her head 
in the faith, and full assoranco of eternal happiness, 
it doth out-balance all ; she having ceased from her 
labours, is at rest with the Lord, who is worthy of 
prarises and honour for evermore. 



Richard Vokins, jun. Mary Lockey. 

Hopeful Vokins. Sarah Lawrence, 

nuel Burgia. Hanriah Burgis. 
, Elizabeth Vokina. 



« ACCOUNT oivEN BT RICHARD VOKINS, JONioa, 

OF BOME W0HD3 THAT HIS DEAB MOTHEE SPOKE TO 
HIM ON HER DYING BED, VIZ. :— 

Son, my weatneas is great, and my pains very 
strong ; but the Lord is large in his love to me, and 
good to me ; be gives me patience to bear my pains, 
which are strong. 



I 

I 



Ah, son ! I have learned a good lesson, Paul's 
lesson, in all states to be content : and now I have 
nothing to do but to die. So putting forth her 
hand, to take her leave of me, further said : 

Son, remember the Lord, and he will remember 
thee. And remember my love to thy wife, and to 
all my children. And after a little stop, being 
weak, and h^r speech low, spoke these words again : 
Remember the Lord, and he will remember yon ; 
and be you faithful to him, and ho will bless you, 
and you shall be blessed. 

RICHARD VOKINS. 
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THIS IS MT TESTIMONY concerning mt deab 
SISTER, JOAN VOKINS. 



Shb was a trae and faithful laboorer in the 
churches of God, where it waa her care, that all 
things might be kept sweet and clean, decent and 
in order, as becomes tbe blessed Truth ; she having 
chosen the one thing needful, which is the better 
part, that shall never be taken away; and being 
given up to follow tlie Lord faithfully in his work 
and service. Her prayer often in public was, that 
tbe Lord would subdue death and darkness oat of 
our meetings and families ; that we might come to 
witness him to be a fountain of life onto us. She 
was very tender-hearted, kind, and loving, willing 
to do good unto all, and hath left a good savour 
behind her ; who tfiougk dead, yet liveth. 

DANIEL BDNCE. 




EPISTLE TO FBIENDS. 



Upok the third day of the eleventh month, 1669, 
SB I lay very aiok in my hed, I felt the everlaating 
blessed powerful life to arise and spring up in my 
heart, which gave domiQioa over my hodily weak- 
ness, and caused me to write these few lines unto 
yon, that so we may consider tbe large love of our 
God, and praise hia holy name together. 

Dear friends, the tender bowels of God's love 
dearly yearns towards you all ; and in hia light hath 
lie made it manifest : therefore it greatly concerns 
yon all with the pure light to make diligent search 
into the very hottora of your hearts, whether or no 
yo be faithful to what is manifest therein : for I 
write unto you as unto them that know the truth, 
to stir you up to faitlifulness therein, that the 
Father's drawings ye may more and more feel, and 
through it come to living obedience, while the 
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for if you J 
I it not iaat I 



faovela of tender niercies are open ; for 
alight bis loving kindnees unto yon, ia it not jnat 
with hitn to shut np his bowels of compasBion? 
Oh how largely hath the pure God of heaven and 
eartli manifested hia loving kindness unto you ! 
through hia judgments and mercies, and through 
the reproofs of his instructions hath the way of life 
been manifested largely unto yoii. Therefore, dear 
friends, he not forgetful of hia largo love ; Oh, let 

I it never slip out of your remembrance; for yon 
oau never prize it to the worth of it. Therefore it 
concerns you all to bo truly watchful the remainder 
of your days, that so you may see the appearances 
of his love, and with your whole hearts join there- 
unto, that no reserve may be left therein to stop 
the current of the pure life from flowing into your 
Bouls. And, dear hearts, it is in my heart to stir 
you up to feel after the puro life, if haply yoa 
may find it : whilst the fountain is open, be yo not 
negligent, nor unfaithful ; but be faithful and obe- 
dient, that so through the faith that purifies the 
heart, you may draw water at the fountain of life, 
and feel its recourse into your aouls ; the virtue 
whereof makes the souls of the obedient fruitful 
and increasing in God's love, and in their unity 
with each other. But where the current is stopped, 
and the life hath not its free course, there death is 
over the soul, profess what they will ; yea, though 




they may live io tlie very form of truth. There- 
fore, dear friends, in God's fear, and in the howela 
of tender love to your immortal souls, I do exhort 
you all to be diligent, to keep your meetings, and 
assemble yourselves often together; let not the 
gain of the perishing things hinder you of the gain 
of that which will never perish ; for verily there is 
none can witness a free recourse nuto the fountain 
of life, bat those whose hearts are gathered out of 
the perishing things ; and such do partiike of the 
living springs, which do greatly refresh their im- 
mortal souls ; and it is more to me than I can es- 
presa, Therefore, dear hearts, think not your time 
long, neither let the world hinder, bat keep your 
meetings frequently, there to wait with sincere 
hearts ; for those that bo wait, never lose their 
reward ; therefore be ye encouraged to wait upon 
the Lord, that in the pure refreshing life your souls 
may come to have an habitation, the which to know 
a dwelling and abiding in, is more precious than 
words can demonstrate: and let patience have its 
perfect work in your hearts, that all prejudice may 
be kept out ; for where envy and strife is, there is 
confusion. Therefore, dear friends, it concerns yon 
all to dwell in the patience, and in the wisdom that 
comes from above, which is first pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, easy to he entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and viithout hypo- 



crisij. And 30 the God of peace establish yonr 
hearts in his everlasting trath and righteousneaB 
for ever, Amen. 

1, your unfeigned Mend, 



TluH to be read amongst Friends. 



A LOVING ADVERTISEMENT UNTO ALL THOSE 
WHO JOIN TOGETHER TO PERSECUTE THE 
INNOCENT. 

I'u^ATB and Herod consulted together in this 
ahominable work, and "were made friends ; although 
before they were at enmity, as you may see in Lnke 
xxiii. And iu the same chapter you may read how 
Pilate called together the high priestB, the rulers, 
and the people, who had joined together, and falsely 
and vehemently accused the innocent ; and when 
those persecutors were come (mark how Pilate's 
words run) ; — " Te have brought this man unto me, 
as one that perverteth the people : Behold," (saith 

) "I have examined him before you, and I find 
no fault in him;" notwithstanding their inaDf 



accaaationa, a3 you may read of iq that chapter ; 
no, nor yet Herod neither ; for Pilate sent him to 
Herod to ba examined, and they found no cauae for 
what they did, as Pilate himself confesseth no less 
than three times hefore thera all, as you may see 
in verse 22 ; and yet for all this, those wicked per- 
secutors' enmity was bo great against the truth, 
and their love to Christ Jesus so small, that they 
joined together with Judas their informer, and 
crucified the Holy One. Oh consider thia, you 
wicked persecutors, who have set yonr hands to the 
devil's work ! Did he not enter into Judas hefore 
he informed against Christ ? consider whose 
work you are a doing ! and se* whether the scriptures 
do not testify against the same ever since Cain and 
Abel? Oh be adfised, and do not slay God's 
witness in your hearts, as Pilate and Herod, and 
the rest of that wicked crew did ! for yon may sec 
there was something in Pilate and Herod which 
let them see there was no fault in Jesus ; they 
had a witness for him in their hearts, which if 
they had loved and obeyed, they would not have 
slain the Lord of Life : but they did then, as you 
do now, rebelled against it, and counted it of no 
value, and chose rather to please wicked men, who 
did then, as you are now doing; they brought their 
Law to cover their wickedness; and said, "Bytheir 
Law he ought tc die;" and so they violated tlie 





righteous Lett of God, nhicli is light, vrhich mani- 
l in their hearta there waa no fanlt in him. ■ 
Oh I consider this, jon onvioua persecutors, and 
turn to the light of Christ Jeaus, which ahineth in 
your dark hearts, and read your states there ; and 
cease your evil doing hefore it bo too late, leat the 
god of this world blind your eyes, and harden your 
hearta, and bring you to deatrnction, as he did 
Judas, who was a reaister of the light. I shall 
appeal to the witoess for God in your hearta, and 
come let ua be tried by it. Have you not done as 
bad aa those before-mentioned, yea rather worse? 
for you have reproachfully slandered, and falsely 
■Gccsed us behind our back, and caused many of 
UB to suffer the loss of our goods, without exami- 
nation or accusation to our faces ; in this yoa out- 
Btript the cruelly of those before-named, and the 
heathen also ; for they permitted Patd to bo ex- 
amined, and alao to speak for himself, as you may 
sec in the scripture, which you call your rule, and 
yet do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the 
power of God ; for if you did, you would not 
wrong and persecute your innocent neighbours, 
who do you no harm, but dealre the everlasting 
good of all, even of our greatest enemies. Oh, do 
you do by us as you would have us do by you I 
Would you have ua persecute and tear away your 
goods, becauao you go to your worship? or because , 



you will not como to oara ? or wonld you not think 
it very hard to be bo dealt by ? Oh, come and he 
tried by your own rule ! and read from the begin- 
ning to the end, and see whether the persecutors 
vere not the false worshipers in all generationa, 
and the true onea the sufferers ; and were not they 
aa high iu their wisdom and learning as you are, 
who crucified Christ, and set your original over hia 
head, of Greek, Hebrew, and Latin? and they 
counted him of too low a degree for them to receive, 
and they mocked, and scoffed, aud derided him, 
and thereby manifested their enmity against him 
and his followers then, as you do youra now 
against us. 

Como down, yon high-minded persecutors, and 
bow before the Lord, and turn to his witness in 
your hearts which reproves you in secret, and tea- 
tiSes for us; and it hath made many of you to 
confess to our innocency aud harmlessness, notwith- 
standing the many false aspersions that the wicked 
have cast upon us ; and although we have a witness 
in your hearta for us, yet your mercies are still 
cruelties towards us. Oh, do not think to hide 
yourselves from the all-seeing eye of the Lord \ 
for assuredly his righteous judgments will find you 
ottt, and then all false coverings will be too narrow : 
Do you think your law will plead for you then, or 
those who aet it forth excuse you ? Oh no ! the 
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righteous Law of God, which you have violated 
and broken, and dtaobejed now, will then rise up 
in judgment, and^bear witness against you ; there- 
fore leave off all your fake covering3*for your per- 
secution ; for they are but deceit, and will deceive 
you, and Btand you in no stead when you come to . 
account for your deeds done in the body. 

And now you of my neighbours aTid country, who 
resist the spirit of the Lord, and follow the imagina- 
tions of your own dark hearts, and boast yourselves 
in wickedness : As your forefnthers did, so do yon ; 
they boasted and said, " They had the law and 
the prophets, and were Abraham's seed, and had 
one father, even God;" and yet Christ told them 
plainly, " They were of their father the Devil, and 
his works were they doing :" and so are you now, 
who are striving against those who worship in the 
spirit and in the truth, 

Oh do not strive to limit the Holy Spirit of the 
Lord, which is but one in the male and in the 
female ! Were not the scripture's testimonies to be 
fulfilled? Oh I when will you witness that saying 
fulfilled, which saith on this wise, " / will pour forth 
of my spirit tipon all fieih, and my sons and my 
daughters shall prophecy?" [Mark]. It is tlie 
sons and daughters of the Lord that are led by his 
Spirit, and not the persecutors. Whilst I walked 
with you in the broad way, which leadeth to dea- 




truction, jou did not persecute me; but when it 
pleased tlia Lord to turn me from darkness unto 
light, and from Satan's power unto his own, then 
your enmity began : but when I went along with 
you to your worship, I had what this world could 
afford of the fatnesa and fulness thereof ; but I must 
needs tell you, I had leanness in my aoul. Oh search 
and try whether it be not bo with you, who have 
gone these many years ! for I went with as much 
zeal as any of you; therefore let not your blind 
zeal deceive you : I turned not from you through 
enmity against you, but because that dead worship 
deceived my soul ; for whoa Christ Jeaus, through 
his love unto my soul, did make known his light in 
my heart, which shewed me the narrow way. which 
leadeth unto !ife, then I chose rather to suffer with 
the people of God, than to enjoy your favour, or 
all the pleasures, or profits, or honour this world 
can afford. 

And all you that think ye are doing, as you 
should do, turn nnto the Light, that ye may see 
what you are doing ; and may become from perse- 
cutora to be sufferers, even as Paul was, through 
his obedience unto the Light ; and he thought when 
ha was in darkness and blind zeal, that he did as ha 
should do : Oh I therefore take you heed, and be 
no loBger deceived, bat torn unto the Light, before 
it be too late ; for the time hasteneth and passeth 
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Rway, and there is notliiiig else that vill s: 
in stead nlien time shall be no more : therefore 
be awakened and arise from the dead, that Christ 
Jesua may be jonr Light and your leader, as he 
was David's: for what doth it profit yon to read 
the Bcriptures, or to hear of tlio promises or mercies 
of the Lord unto the children of light ? This will 
stand you in no stead, whilst you yourselves are in 
darkness, and under the shadow of death. Oh do 
not heap up that unto yourselves, which jou have 
no light unto ! for you are in the darkness, in the 
persecuting state, which was, and is always blind : 
and how dare you in such a state to appear before 
the Lord ? Do you think his all-seeing eye doth 
not behold your doings ? Yes verily ; and his 
righteous judgments assuredly will find you out; 
and then all your talking of that you live not In, 
will do you no good. 

How often have you and your teachers been 
reading and talking of loving enemies, and of walk- 
ing in the light, as Christ is in the light, and many 
Bueh like things ? and yet are found bating your 
soul's friends, who are teUing you the truth, and 
reproving you for evil ; and you are so far from 



walkin 



n the light, that you remain in your s: 



and plead for bo doing until the last : do you think 
that the Lord will be limited by yon until the last 



Oh turn to the reproofs of his light in yonr 
hearts, which mitketh manifest the evil of yoar 
ways, whilst the day of God'a love lasteth unto 
you! that through his precious judgments your 
souls may come to be redeemed ; for it is through 
judgment that Sion witnesseth redemption, and the 
honeat heart lovetli judgment ; and if yon will obey 
the light, it will lead you into judgment ; and when 
you come to witness, your souls redeemed thereby, 
then you will witness David's state, who said " 
Lord, how I love thy judgments I" and he desired 
the Lord *' to send forth his truth and his light, to 
lead him;" and it was his law, and he walked in it; 
and if you would do so, you would have the royal 
law of love in your hearts; and then you wonld 
have fellowship with Jesus, and feel the effects of 
his blood to cleanse you from all sin on this aide 
the grave, and then you will plead no longer to 
strengthen the devil's kingdom ; for, if you die in 
your sins, you will add greatly to his kingdom ; for 
those who live and die in tboir sins do never inherit 
the kingdom of Heaven ; for no unclean thing can 
come there, hut they are for the lake that burnetii 
for ever. 

By one that wisheB well to all sonlB, 
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JOAN VOKINS. 
Written the 9th day of the 
nth month, 1670. 
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TO FRIENDS AT AND NIGH COLEBROOK AND 
LONGFORD MEETING, AND THEREAWAY. 



^^1 TO TRIEN 
^^H LONG 

^^^ Dear Fbiends, I having you often in mind, 

thought it long before I could send a few lines, 
having kept my bed thia three months or more, 
and have not been able to write ; and I am very 
weak still, I could not go from my bod : but hear- 
ing of an opportunity, have in much weakueaa 
written that which lay most upon my mind, which 
is for the building of you up in the moat Holy faith, 
^^ and encouraging of you in well-doing. 
^K Oh my dear and tender friends, feel the tender 

^^P lore of the God of love, that ne mny magnify his 
^^ name together, though at a distance in parson : O 
the unutterable loving -kindness of our God, what 
tongue can declare it ? How Lath he preserved us, 
and provided for ua hitherto, beyond what oup 
hearts could desire I Hath he not done that for us 
^^^ which none other could do ? Hath he not deliyered 
^^K out of dangers deep, and diJHcultiea many ? Or 
^^H hath he been ever wanting to us in doing us good? 
^^H Ob, surely no ! but he hath multiplied his mercies, 
^^H and increased blessings frei^uently, aud freely, as 
^^P he in his wisdom sees what is most convenient for 
1^^ us : and if he please to feed us with the bread ef 
affliotioD, and the water of adversity ; yet let us to 
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his teacliinga keep, that we may learn to profit 
thereby. Have not the trials and eiercUes of our 
faith and patience, brougbt ua to a good experience 
of the lovo of our God ? let us keep a narrow 
watch over our hearts, that the enemy may not 
subtly creep in under any pretence ; for if he be 
hearkened to, he will weaken the faith, and unbelief 
will enter, and then the murmuring spirit will be 
ready to charge the Lord foolishly. Oh, dear 
hearts ! our tender Father is not wanting, but is a 
present help in all our needs : therefore let it be the 
whole and sole bent of onr minds to perform our 
duties unto him. 

Oh, up and be doing, for the time is come that 
none must be idle ; but all that would Lave the 
wages of well-doing, must be faithful every one in 
his place, and none to make excuses ; for Christ 
our Head ia full of virtue, and strength, and might, 
and ready to communicate to all his members a 
suitable and seasonable supply at all times, and if 
we (as diligent servants) wait on him, our tender 
Master, be will discover our particular duties, and 
shew us what is required of os. Oh let us go on 
with courage unanimously, that we may he helpful 
one unto another, and so bring honour to our Head, 
that we may feel his power supporting us upon all 
oooasions, that we may not doubt nor faint in our 
minds by reason of the buffettings of the power of 
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darkneu; but through the faith in Chiiat J 
may obtain yictory over all that would hinder the 
proaperity of Truth, and keep it under : for Truth 
jnaat reign, and the Lord will he honouied in the 
dominion ttereof. And he will sweep the nation 
with the besom of hia wrath ; and the hypocritea 
shall be tried, and fear shall surprise tliem, and woe 
will be to them that are at ease in Sion, But well 
will it be with them who think nothing too dear to 
part with for the Truth's sake, whose hearts are 
singly resigned to serve the Lord with all that ho 
hath given them, whieli is no more than onr reason- 
able duty, which we have good cause diligently to 
perform, bo that we may daily feel the virtue of life 
continued and renewed to us unto the end; and in 
the end a double reward, which our God hath 
prepared for all that hold out and endure thereunto. 
Blessed be his holy Name for over, and evermore. 

Dear friends, feel me in that which thinks no 
evil, and in it receive my salutation, that it may 
reach unto the same in you : that we may breathe 
one for another, and he refreshed as members of 
one body. We cannot say one unto another, I hava 
no need of thee ; for there is work for us all in the 
Tineyard. Oh let us be diligent while we have 
I time, that we may receive our penny of life to the i 

^^L comforting of our boqIs every day ; for we do not I 
^^^^ serrea hard Master, I 
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So in tlat whioli eogages to his service do I bid 
'ou farewell. 



you farewell. 

^^^^H Your irieni 
^^^^^L hearts 

^^^^^E witliou 

I liie Irt of the 

6th month, 1678. 



Your friend in that which engages onr 
hearts to Berre our Ood faithfully 
without any reserve, 
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GIVEN FORTH ST JOAN VOKINS OP 
GREAT GO0DNE33 AN1> MEttCT OF THE LORD 
TOWAHDS HER, AND or THE WONDEEPOI. WORKS 
THAT HE HATH DONE FOR HEE ; CONDUCING TO 
HI8 GLOET AND HER GREAT JOY AND COMFORT. 
WBITTTEN WITH HER OWN HAND (a FEW MONTHS 
BEFORE HER DECEASE) AS FOLLOWETH: — 

SoHBTHiNQ of the teudeF dealing of the Lord 
with me ever since my childhood, for (blessed be hia 
Name) he preserved me from many evils that youth 
ia often ensnared with : and by hia Light (that I 
then had no acquaintance with) shewed me the 
vanity and vain customs of the world when I was 
very young, and all along my youth his good Spirit 
did still strive with me to preserve me from sin and 
evil. And if I had at any time, through persuasion of 
c2 



^^P others, go: 
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others, goce to that they cslted recreation, I should 
be 30 condemned for passing away my preeions 
time, that I could have no peace, bo that I could 
take no delight in their pastime, but was atill con- 
demned. And many times I cried to the righteouB 
God to reveal hia way unto me ; and I promised to 
walk therein whatever I endured. For the anarea 
of the world, the Lord was pleased to discover, and 
in some measure to make known the Cross of Jesus 
that crucifies unto the world ; and as I inclined to 
take it up and follow Jesna through the many tribu- 
lations, he endowed me with his Almighty Power, 
wherein hath been my help, blessed be hia worthy 
Name for ever. For his loving-kindness never fails, 
but his mercies endure for ever, and his great com- 
passion and tender dealing towards my soul, when 
in darkness and under the region of the shadow of 
death, is never to be forgotten ; for it hath been 
largely extended unto me, when in deep distress, 
when my cry was often, Lord reveal thy way unto 
me, that I may walk therein, whatever I undergo. 

But when I found the way so strait and narrow, 
I could very willingly have turned aside for ease ; ' 
for flesh and blood could not bear that which I had 
then to undergo ; but blessed and renowned be the 
Spbit of Truth, my comforter, which leads unto all 
Truth; for when I was in a dejected conditioa 
about Etpr<Aation and Election, neither priest nor 
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professor could open the mystery of Election and 
Reprobation; Imt the Spirit of Light and Life (whicli 
18 the Spirit of Jeaua) opened my understanding, 
and revealed the myatery of the two seeds, how that 
the one is for ever blessedj and the other cursed. 
And also wlat happiness might be received by 
taking heed to the light tbat shined in my heart, 
which makes manifest, that the way to the crown of 
glory is through the daily cross to my own will, and 
to take Christ's yoke upon that nature that would 
not bo subject. Oh how precions is the counsel of 
him who said, " Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of me ; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls :" and that 
rest I sorely wanted, until I learned of Jesus to be 
meek and lowly in heart, and to suffer for well-doing ; 
and then (glory unto his Holy Name for ever) his 
blessed reward my soul was daily made a partaker 
of. Though hated by evil doers, yet loved hy the 
Lord, and that engaged mo to give up to his dis- 
posal, and to answer his reqairings, not accounting 
myself, nor .iny thing he had given me, too much 
to part wilh, that the Truth may be propagated, 
and my tender God honoured. For (blessed be his 
worthy Name) he hath filled my cup with the sweet 
salvation of his Son Christ Jesus, the light and 
Saviour of his poor helpless ones, who have no other 
to depend upon for help at all times, but wait daily 
c3 
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to be furnished upon every occasion to serve him in 
all faithfulness ; for lie is worthy my aoul can truly 
aay, frfr he gave me of his good spirit, and it was 
with me (yet unknown) when I rehelled against it, 
and was not willing to be subject to its leadings, 
nor observing of its dictates as I ought to have 
been. Oh, then did I want power (as many do now) 
not knowing the sufficiency of the engrafted word 
of God's grace that is able to save; hut when I 
followed its counsel, I found it sufficient to bring 
good to me, out of great afflictions, beyond my 
expectation ; and then I could plead no excuse, 
knowing that imto the Lord Jeaus (who had brought 
great things to pass) I must give ray account. For 
he hath manifested bis power, and I have cause to 
believe it will never fall towards his people, if we 
fail not to obey the manifestation of it ; but faith- 
fulness is requited to the talent received, for which 
we must give an account ; and then what can stand 
ns in stead, if wo have not an increase ? This was 
my ooncern for many years, and I could not take 
comfort iu husband or children, house, or land, or 
any visibles, for want of the marriage union with 
the Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the 
souls of those that cannot be satislied in them ; bat 
are weary of the burden of them, as I was. And 
God by his Spirit shewed me, he abhorred my 
self-righteousuess, and let me sec that iu him was 
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righteouaness, life and power ; and then I was sen- 
Biblo that lie is the light of the world, that enlightens 
every one that comes into the world ; and that he 
was striving with me from my youth, wliieh was 
before ever I heard the name Quaker; iind then 
I did believe that there was a people or church over 
whom Christ Jesus was Ht!ad, though I could yet 
not find them, nor be a member of them ; yet long 
sought after it sorrowfully, with many strong and 
fervent cries and desires. But the Lord in his own 
due time answered ray weary soul, and made known 
more and more of the way of hia Trutli and people, 
and at length sent eome of hia messengers, as in- 
straments in his hand, for my encouragement and 
confirmation. Then was I, and many desolate ones, 
right glad (whose souls had long languished) for the 
glad tidings that they brought with them, how that 
we might ijiherit subataneo which we had long sought 
and been searching for, botb in the scriptures, and 
amongst profeaaora of many sorts of professions ; 
for we would fain have filled our souls with tlie busks, 
but that could not satisfy ; wo knew not the saving 
health of bim who said, "I wisdom lead in the midat 
of the patlts of judgment, to teach them that love 
and follow me to inherit subetance." Oh, this is 
that which did at first conviiice us, and tendered our 
hearts in the beginning. Then what was too near 
or dear for us to part with in the day of our deep 




J could cure our wouDded Bonla ? 
Oh how precious was the heart-searching light when 
we firat knew it to shine upon our taberuacles, to 
guide us in the narrow way wherein 'n life, and per- 
fect peace for those whose minds are stayed on the 
Lord ! And when I have read, that lie would keep 
them in perfect peace whose minds are stayed on 
him, what would not I have done, tbat it might 
have been my condition ? But then I could not 
watch nor wait, hut was as a ship without an anchor 
among the merciless waves ; but praises unto the 
Lord for ever, he caused the living hope to spring 
that anchored in trying times. And I was, even as 
Israel at the Bed sea, compassed all round on every 
hand ; great was the strait that T was then in, much 
hardship ; the sea before, and the enemy presenting 
so much impossibility, that his proud waves of temp- 
tations, buffettiogs, and false accusations bad almost 
sunk me under. Oh then did I cry unto the God 
of mercy and tender compassion, that I might but 
stand still and behold his salvation ; and he did arise 
and rebuke the enemy, and made way for me to 
travel on in my heavenly progress, and overturned 
the mountains that were on each hand, and dismayed 
Pharaoh and his liosl, (which I may compare my 
relations and the professors unto) for they pursued 
me and made my sufferings great, till they had 
wearied. themselves. Their oppression was so sore, 




1 

L 



that I sometimes was ready to faiDt, and even to 
aay, enrely, I shall one day fall ; bnt living praises 
unto the Almighty, ho hath made me a partaker of 
the sure mercies of David, and hath suhdued Truth's 
enemies before him, and kept and preserved me 
faithful, till several of my relations were convinced, 
that God's power was with me ; and now when my 
husband, and children, and relations are with me in 
a good meeting, and the powerful presence of the 
Lord is amongst ds, it is a blessed reward for all, 
for one soul is more worth than all the world, as 
saith the scripture. Therefore faithfulness is very 
needful, for it doth produce a good effect, whatever 
we may endure; for the momentary affliction that 
we meet with here, doth produce a further weight 
of glory hereafter, and in the sense of the same 
my head was borne up to endure hardships, when I 
could willingly have hidden or got ease ; but I con- 
sidered that I could not hide from the Lord, who 
brought to my remembrance my promise that I 
made before his way was revealed to me ; and if I 
broke covenant with the Lord, I should never enter 
into his rest. Oh then a suffering in the flesh, and 
a ceasing from sin, was the delight of my soul ; 
although the enemy ceased not, but night and day, 
as a roaring lion, and a cunning hunter, seeking for 
the precious life, chased my poor soul as a par- 
tridge on the mountains. Bat my God had shewed 
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me that the way to rest was throngli many troubles, 
and that lie would be at hand to deliver out of them 
all by hia Almighty power ; (but I could hardly 
trust it then ;) but yet, turning to it, I found pre- 
Bervation by it, when the backaliding of some bad 
like to have caused me to stumble. The unerring 
Spirit of Jesus shewed me that if thousands fall on 
the one band, and tens of thouaanda on the other, 
that should not defile me ; and if all the rest were 
righteous, that should not justify me, if 1 did not 
obey the Truth, now be bad made known bis covenant 
of life, which I ao deeply engaged to be faithful 
unto. And then I turned my back on the world, and 
all the friendship and glory of it, that I might obtain 
the favour of Jeans, who condemned me for my 
self-righteousness, as for my known sina, for I was 
cautious of Binning against the Lord ever since my 
youtb, and desired after the best religion and com- 
pany ; and when I was very young in years, I 
greatly delighted to go to professors' meetings, and 
could bring home the text, and repeat much of their 
sermons, but yet that brought no benefit to my poor 
hungry soul. And when I was in secret, before the 
all-seeing eye of the Lord, he administered con- 
demnation upon it all, and I bad no peace inwardly; 
although none could condemn me for any misde- 
meanor, as outwardly ; but when my own righteons- 
ness became loathsome to me, then was I made 
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Trilling to part with all that had been near and dear 
nnto Die, that I might feel aDd witness the robe of 
Chriat'B righteousness revealed, and be clothed 
therewith. And as for my husband and children, 
my true and tender love was so great, that I eould 
have (lone or suffered much for them ; hut if I had 
disobeyed the Lord, to please them, I might have 
proYoked him to have withholdea his inerciea from 
us a]], and to bring his judgments upon us ; and 
then who shall excuse in the day of account? Then 
if a man (as the scripture says) should give the fruit 
of hia body for the sin of his aoul, it will not be 
accepted. Then husbands, and wives, and parents, 
and children, and servants, shall all receive according 
to their doings; and none that disobey the Lord can 
be excused, no more than Adam was, when he said, 
That the woman gave him the forbidden fruit, and 
he did eat, and so provoked the Lord, that the curse 
came upon himself, and could not be excused. And 
although man and wife should be helpful ono to 
another in righteousness, yet too many there are, 
since the fall, that hinder and hurt each other, for 
which an account must be given unavoidably. And 
this did I consider many times, and earnestly en- 
deavour to avoid ; notwithstanding the false asper- 
sions that might arise, yet I still endeavoured to 
keep my conscience clear in the sight of my tender 
God ; and none can lay auy thing to my charge, 




24 

except it be for serving ttie liviug and tree God, 
though in that way that many may call heresy, yet 
I do woraiiip him in spirit and in truth. For as 
Christ Jesus hath said, it is come to pass, that our 
heavenly Father seeketh such, and always sought 
such to worship him, in his own spiritual way of 
which shall stand, when all idolatry and 
invented worships shall fall. 
The Ist month, Written on board the first ship as 
I went to New England, when none 
that saw me, expected my life ; but the Lord waa 
with me, and relieved me, and his hleBsed power 
raised me, as at many other times. 

And I arrived at New York, the 4th day of the 
3rd month, 1680, and a maiden friend, whose name 
was Sarah VoMet, went with me from Englarid, 
and travelled with me until I came to Oyster Bay, 
in Long Island ; and the Lord so ordered it, that 
when she left me, another woman-friend, that had 
a testimony, was -a\j companion several months, 
whose name was Lydia Wright. 

Oh matchless mercies of the Lord, who can rightly 
consider them as they have been manifested, and 
not be tendered, aa I am ! Oh how long did his 
tender Spirit strive with me before I gave up to go 
to sea ! How did his long patience wait and suffer I 
Surely it is worthy to be remembered ; for he might 
have cut me off in a disobedient condition : bat 
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' blessed and mngnified be bU heiirt-tendering power; 
it bowed me from year to year, and brought me 
into subjection, when in a low condition I could 
not help myself, and had no other to help tue. 
Oh then did it support me in exercises, aore both 
in body and spirit ; when my mind hath been so 
dejected, that my faith almost failed, then did 
my tender Father, through the Son of his love, 
Christ Jesus, yield me sweet relief, though in a 
weary land, and sweetly encouraged me to travel 
on. And many sweet promises, which before he gave 
me, as I stood singly resigned to obey his commands, 
and be at his disposal, he was never wanting to 
fulfil ; but by sea and land hath multiplied his 
mercies, and renewed a right spirit in me, to the 

, resolving of doubts, and casting out of false feara 
(everlasting praises to his most holy Name) ; for 
often did that cause torment, when the dark rea- 
souer was very busy. Then did I cry unto the 
Lord, and say. Surely thou knowost all, and I have 
none but tliee to help, many eyes are over me, 
great difficulties surround me on every hand, and 
I am the pooroat and weakest that I do know ; and 
if I should fail by the way, how would the enemy 
rejoice, and the truth be reproached? And much 
bnffetting did I undergo in my long and sore exer- 

I cises ; but as I cast my care upon him, he hath 

[ cared for me ; and blessed be his IS^ame, he hath 
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helped in m; greatest straita, sTid Iiath made hard 
thiogs easy, and what he shewed me by his pure 
Spirit of light for ray encouragement, before I came 
forth, he hath brought to pass. Glory to hia Name 
for ever, may all those say nith my aonl that love 
the leadings of the light of Jesus ; for though it 
leads through tribulation, yet it brings the aoul 
Bweet conaolation, and therefore worthy to be fol- 
lowed through the self-denial ; for it is through the 
daily cross that we obtain the reward of the crown. 
And precious is the feeling of the life of Jeans to 
the awakened nnd illuminated soul, that made the 
roaring sea, and dry land, and lonesome wilderness 
all one to me by night and by day. Great was 
my encouragement to commit all that ray Heavenly 
Father had given me, to his keeping, and to follow 
him, and in taking up the daily cross, I found power 
' to preserve mo from looking out at my affliction of 

I body, when sorely exercised in mind, ready to sink 

I under the oppression of it. Had not the Spirit of 

I^^_ Truth, the Comforter, helped my infirmities, and 
^^^1 taught me, I had never known how to pray as I 
^^^H ought ; but I often read. That the prayers of the 
^^^H Lord's childreo avail much with him, and in these 
^^^H latter days, according to his promise, his are 
^^^H . taught by him, and in righteousness they shall be 
^^^H established, and great shall be their peace. And 
^^^B thia is the eSect of our Heavenly Father's great 

^ ■ _« 
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unspeakable love to those that watch unto prayer, 
and continue in the same ; for I know not how any 
can expect a child's portion, that breaks his Father's 
commands, and does not repent ; and who is it, but 
knows tliiit watching and waiting is generally com- 
manded? Surely it is a duty that ought to be 
performed by every one that is come to an under- 
fltanding ; and by believing in Jesua, the light and 
power of God, all may receive strength to perform 
it ; and for want of understanding how nigh he was 
to me in years that arc passed, I was long in a 
desolate condition, and could not be satisfied with- 
out acquaintance with the teachings of his Spirit, 
which is light. But I was then in darkness, and 
under the shadow of death, longing after the coun- 
tenance of the Lord to shine upon my tabernacle ; 
for if it should be dissolved, I was not sensible of a 
better building eternal in the heavens; though I 
read of them that had, yet I knew not their foun- 
dation ; and whatsoever I builded, it came to loss, 
till I knew Christ Jesus, the rock and sure founda- 
tion of the heavenly building. And blessed be 
bis Name, the inspiration of his Spirit is very 
precious, without which none can have a right 
understanding; and I could not find peace with 
Clod while I did err for want of this good ncder- 
. standing. And my cry was often to the Lord, 
I to give me an understauding heart, that I might 
I d2 




discern between things that differ ; for the crooked 
serpent, who is very snbtle in his workings, en- 
deavours by flattery and threatenings, temptations, 
buffettings, and false accusations, to darken the 
heart, and enfeeble the mind; and if he cannot 
prevail so, he can transform himself into the like- 
ness of an angel of light, to hinder the travailling 
ones, whose understandings begin to be opened, yet 
watching in the light, they come to see hia snareB ; 
then he bestirs him, as a strong man armed indeed, 
as by experience much might be spoken, since I was 
first exercised about going this voyage, I shall 
omit as much as I can, having nothing in my view 
but Truth's prosperity, and preferring it above all, 
because it is better to mc than all. I can do bo less 
than bear my testimony unto all people, that its 
excellency far exceeds the choicest gold, and the 
precious pearls ; aud the Spirit of Truth comforts 
comfortless, strengthens the weak, and relieyes 
needy. Oh what can be compared to its power! 
it works a change of the heart, and preserves 
Tom sinning against the Lord, all those that fol- 
low the leadings of tbe light thereof unto amend- 
ment of life, and honour the Lord by ordering 
their conversation aright, according to the dictates 
of his Spirit. Oh, I had rather mourn away all 
my days than grieve it, or walk contrary to it, 
whatever reproach I suffer ; for I have had 'a 
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blessed rewnnl ivlieii I have observed it, and obeyed 
it ; and I hopa I shall never forget bow the power 
of it brought me iato subjeetion, and made me 
willing to bo disposed of by it. And when it had 
wrought me into a siigle resignment, then was my 
weighty concern (touching ray journey to New 
England) taken off, and a service laid upon me 
to go back, and labour for the settlement of our 
women's meetings in our county of Bei-ks, which 
waa no small cross to take up. But aa I daily 
followed Jesua, (honoured be his worthy Xame,) he 
endowed ine with his eternal encouraging power, 
and also strengthened the weak and hindermost of 
tbe flock. Though Amalek lay in wait by the way, 
and the opposite spirit did strongly strive, yet our 
good Shepherd did visit his bandmaids, and (blessed 
be his Name) filled us with his overcoming power, 
when the mothers in Israel were so dismayed, as we 
were likely to have lost our women's meeting ; bat 
praises, honour, and renown, be ascribed unto that 
Almighty power that hath set up and settled this 
women's meeting, saith my soul ; (or it hath been a 
good reward to me, and fitly furnished me for the 
service that was required, and wonderfully upheld 
me therein unto admiration. I can truly say, my 
reward is sufficient, and can give in a tnie lecti- 
mony, that the Lord owns our women's meetings ; 
and hath manifested and magnified his oscellent 
d3 
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power therein, to the gladdening of our hearts, and 
the refreshing of our souls wherever I came. Glory 
to his Name, and magnified be hia preserving power 
for ever. He ia a God of wisdom nnto the foolish, 
and strength unto the weak, and honours hia power 
in contemptible veaaels, that it may have its due ; 
for all honour belongs thereunto: but those that 
are in the wisdom of the worhl, ifhich comes from 
beneath, and have many arts and parts, and mind 
not the wisdom that comes from above, they take 
that to themselves which belongs to God, and that 
provokes him to wrath, He ia angry with such 
ne aeck honour one ol another, and do not seek his 
honour more than their own interest, and honour to 
man; for that hath been the overthrow of many. 
God ia jealoua of his glory, he mill not give it 
to another, nor hia praise to graven images. 
The aecret arm of hia power ia stretched out to 
overturn them, and he is on his way, and it is in 
Tain for Jlesh to strive against him, before whom 
all nations are but 03 the drop of a bucket : for 
out of tlie mouths of babes and eucJclings he will 
perfect his praise, both in males and females that 
give up to serve him ; and he brings great things 
to pass, contrary to man's wisdom or expectation, 
that no flesh might glory in his presence. 

For when I was exercised about aettling the 
women's meeting, I little thought to be concerned 
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again with going to New England; but after a 
short time it was more Weighty than ever, and my 
exercises more than before; and this I do write, 
that no one should murmur, and say, No exercke is 
like mine. And this followed me until Ihe hand of 
the all-wiae God waa so heavy upon me, that I could 
no longer stay at home, although both sick and 
lame, and had much to undergo both inwardly and 
outwardly, yet did not dura to plead with the Lord 
any longer, or to make any excuse, but truly gave 
up all, both life and all that he had given me, when 
he required it; and he brought me to be cw e/aj/ 
in tlie hand oftkepotter. He filled ray vessel with 
his heavenly treasure, and fulSllod that Ecripturc 
that testifies that he hath aaid, " / honour them that 
honour me" ; and blessed ho the Lord, eueh honour 
have the earthen vessels of a remnant, and tlie 
excellency of the power is his, and the glory of 
all ; for he is worthy of it. He is no hard Piaster, 
but a sure Kewarder of his faithful servants, and 
he endues them with power that delight in hid 
law, and incline to keep hia commands, and unto 
such they are not grievous, but joyous ; but looking 
out hinders ; and therefore let none look at their 
own weakness. Let my harms make others beware, 
and let us he depending on our good Physician, for 
he hath the balm of Gilead that cures both soul 
and body, which makes the weak strong, with the 
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sweet cordiala of his life, that relieves the faint- 
hearted and feeble-minded, and throagh tender 
mercy I have found it very needful, and very useful 
at all times in all coiiditions ; eke what could 1 
have done nheii in such a weak condition, 30 many 
thousands of miles from ray habitation? But blessed 
be the Lord, and magnified be his preserving power, 
as trials did abound, patience did superabound, and 
that brought me to a good experience of (hat which 
sweetened my bitter cups, and that caused the living 
hope to spring, that anchors in stormy times. Thea 
did the light of my soul's beloved shine upon me, 
and he shewed me what great deliverances be 
had wrought for me, and what great cause I had 
to trust in his K'ame, that had been a comfortable 
refuge unto me at homo and abroad, and also shewed 
me, that his rod and staff had comforted me ; and 
he was always with ino, and in the enjoyment of 
his presence did my soul njoiee in the midst of 
great trials, and then was my ery, Lord, give me 
and mine the comfortable enjoyment of thy presence 
for ever, and then try us aa thou pleasest. Thy 
presttving power is all that I desire of thee, and 
unto it 1 commit all, and with thee I leave all, for 
t/iou art worthy to dispose of all; and then would 
life fiotu in ae a river, to the comforting and 
Arengthtnmg of soul and body. Everlastivg praises, 
and holy thanksgivings be retu/tted to Christ Jesua, 




fw he is worthy, my soul can truly say; for I 
have experienced his dealings, and seen his mighty 
works that he hath done, even marvellotisly for his 
tender seed, with which my soul hath travailled, and 
is often concerned ; Jar they have much to bear 
wherever I have been. The Lord my God relieve 
them more and more, and work their deliverance for 
thy own glory, and the comfort of thy true 
travailling ones for evermore. 
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Written on board the ship, in 
3rd month, Anno, 1661. 



A FUETHEH TESTIMONY FOR THE MAQNITTINQ OF THAI 
POWEE THAT SUPPORTED MT WEAK BODY, AND 
COMFORTED MY POOR SOUL IN MY TRAVELS IN 

AMERICA : i feel uyself concerned to give 

A RELATION OF SOME PARTICULAR PLACES AND 



First I came to New York, and th e had b n 
hurt done by some, that Friends had lo t tl fif 1 
day meetiog, and I laboured to settle t a an 1 

God's eternal power wrought wondeiiully 
several meetings with hia people, and w w w II 
refreshed. And when the meeting aforesaid was 
settled again, it was with me to go to Long Island, 
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and there tiie Ranters oppressed Friends, but tha 
Lord had a tender people there, and hia power was 
amongst them, and we were sweetly refreshed to- 
gether ; for God's almighty power was over all, in 
all our meetings wherever I came, to the subduing 
of the dark power that raged in the Banters, and 
tha relieving of the tender hearted. Honour and 
praises he ascribed unto it for ever ; for it made me 
sensible of the oppression of the tender seed, and for 
its sake my soul was in a deep travail ; and the night 
hefore the General .Meeting, I was near unto death, 
and many Friends were with me, who did not ex- 
pect my life, and I was so weak when I came there, 
that two womerirfriends led me into the meeting. 
There was a great meeting of several sorts of 
people, and in a little time the God of wisdom, life 
and power, filled me with the Word of his power, 
and I stood up in the strength thereof, and it was 
BO prevailing over tlio meeting, that Friends were 
very much comforted and refreshed, and the power 
of darknoBS so chained, that the opposing Ranters 
and Apostates could not shew their aatic tricks, nor 
oppress Friends, as they used to do ; for they were 
very abusive in those remote islands, and commonly 
did much mischief in Friends' meetings. And they 
that had been convinced, and were turned again, 
with the dog to hie vomit, as saith the scripture, and 
with the sow that mas washed, to wallow again in 
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the mire, and had made thtpwreck of faith and a 
good conscience, they were mo3t wicked. They 
preached Bcripture, and had Truth's words, but 
grieved Truth's spirit, and burdened Friends ex- 
ceedingly , and honest Friends could hardly be clear, 
that had a testimony, except they spake while they 
were speaking. But when God's power did arise 
over them, it many times pot them to silence, even 
to admiration ; and althougli Friends' exercise was 
great, especially those that declared, yet the blessed 
effect of the Almighty power was, and is, a precious 
recompense, and a good reward. 

And when my service was over in Long Island, 
it was in my heart to go to Rhode Island, fo the 
General Meetingthat approached soon after [ arrived 

I there ; yet we bad a quick passage, through provi- 
dence ; and when I came to the General Meeting of 
Friends, there was that abominable crew, and 
Thomas Case, the grand Ranter, was bawling very 
loud ; and I had been there but a very little time, 
but God's living power did arise most wonderfully, 

I and I declared in tha demonstration thereof, and 
soon put him to silence ; and he went forth, and the 
powerful presence of the Lord was amongst his 
people ; and this General Meeting in Rhode Island 
lasted four days together, and I had good service 

I there, and God's eternal heart-tendering power was 
over all, glory and living praises be nnto it for 

I evermore. 



And still it was upon me to go to Boston ; for 
that was with me before I came from home, anil I 
haateDed to take a passage in a sloop, and went with 
some Friends, and one was a maiden Friend, that 
had a few words sometimes in meetings, who had 
been there once before, and she and another Frieitd 
suffered much there, both imprisonment and other 
crnelty, for conscience sake. But blessed be the God 
of all onr mercies, we had peaceable meetings there, 
eseellent power was so, that it tendered the 
people, and there were hardly any that I saw, but 
shed tears ; there was a Lawyer that had a hand in 
the suffering of our Friends that were put to death, 
and he was very solid all the while. And after this 
I travelled by sea and land in the strength of the 
snpporting power to many places, whithersoever the 
Lord ordered me ; and aa I followed the line of hia 
Itivine Light, ho failed not to endow me with the 
renewing of hia precious power, and my soul hath 
cause to magnify it, because it enabled me to answer 
what the Lord required of me, and fitted me, who 
was the most unfit, and the poorest and most help- 
less that ever I did see concerned in such a service. 
But it was the more to the honour of the power of 
my God that so wonderfully wrought in my poor 
weak and helpless vessel ; and many Friends were 
tendered thereby io many places, in the sense of 
my weakness. Ilonoared and renowned be it for 



ever, saith my soul; for its niaiiifestation made the 
hearts of his people glad, and we were well refreahed 
together in all the meetings that I was at in New 
England. And from thence I returned hack to 
Mhode Island !mA Long Island ; and when I was 
clear thereahoats, I took shipping for East Jersey, 
and the power of God waB greatly manifeBteil, and 
through his special providence we were preserved, 
beiag In great peril and danger of being cast away 
when we were in sight of land ; for the winds being 
boisterous, and the foaming sea in so great a rage, 
that we could not cast anchor to stay the vessel, 
being near the shoals ; hut the Lord who hath all 
power iu his hands, delivered us (praises to his 
holy Name), and we safely landed at Shrewsbury, 
Elizabsth Dean, who then travelled with me, 
was very sick. We had very good meetings iu 
East Jersfy, where I met with the Lord among hia 
people, aa at other times, blessed he his Name. 
After some time spent amongst them, in which 
we had been well refreshed with God's holy precious 
living power, it carried me from thence to West 
Jersey, and into some part of Pennsylvania, (but it 
had not that name then,) and in the sense of God's 
great love to his tender seed, I encouraged his 
children to suffer, and to be careful that they did 
not cause Truth to sutler ; for if they tendered it in 
their own bosoms, and travailed with it, the Lord 
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vonld bring it over all its enemies, and it shall reign 
over all in his dne time. Blessed be his most 
worthy !Namc, he soon after brought it to pasa by 
his delivering power; and when I had laboured that 
the gospel-life might he lived in, and tho gospel- 
order established amongst them, there remained the 
heavenly power among the tender ones. And the 
Lord heard the cry of the poor, and granted the 
desire of the needy, and visited them with the 
gospel-power ; for a little time after I came home, 
I had an account that they had men's meetings and 
women's meetings in the gospel-light, life and power, 
and were establishiag in the blessed order that was 
testified of, when I was there with them. 

And when I was clear of West Jersey and those 
parts, I returned to N^w York, in order to take my 
passage for England; hnt before I came there, the 
living God (whom I served with all my heart) 
further tried me, and laid it weightily upon me to go 
to Barbadoes, which was no little cross to my mind ; 
but tho overcoming power of the true and living 
God wrought so strongly with me, that I was made 
willing to take up the cross, and follow Jesus, 
through many tribulations, and he (magnified be his 
power) moBt wonderfully supported and conducted 
all along. I took shipping at New York, 
and as the Lord put it into my heart to visit friends 
in the Leeward Islands, so he carried the vessel. 



let them that sailed do what they could ; and 
they conid not steer their course to Barbadoes, 
although they endeavoured with all their might. 
I had good service among-st them in the vessel, 
and they were made to confess to the Almighty 
power that I testified of. "We lay oif Antigua a 
week before the owner would let me go on shore, hut 
the all-wise God ordered it bo, that the vessel could 
not go away till I had been there, and performed 
what service he had appointed for me ; and blessed 
be his Name, his reward was precious ; for we came 
on shore oa a first day, and I hastened to a friends' 
meeting ; and when I came in, I found that the 
Lord's power was amongst his people, and I had a 
precious time with them. There was a little hand- 
ful of plain-hearted frieuda, and our hearts were 
tendered, and onr souls comforted, and we rejoiced 
that the Lord Jesus had visited us, and caused ns 
in his love to visit each other. 

So when I returned to the sea again, it came into 
my heart to visit friends at iVeww ; and after I had 
taken leave of friends of Antigua who came on 
board with me, God's heavenly power which was with 
us, and hail sweetly refreshed our souls whilst we 
were on board the vessel, remained with us, and we 
were concerned one for another, not knowing that 
we should ever see each other's faces more. But 
■ee how the Lord ordered it ; as we were sailing on 
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the sea, U opened in my heart to r'lBit frieoda at 
Nevis, but the owner of the Teasel being a hypo- 
critical professor, caused my exercise to be the 
more ; but the power of the Lord was manifest, and 
the winds and sea obeyed, that wo were curried to 
Nems against his will. But he would not let me 
go oa shore, for he had heard, That those should 
pay a great Jine that carried any jHend thither ; 
and hoisted sail again for Barbadoes, and SFud, he 
would weather the point of Guadaloupe; and he 
laboured three weeks, but couid not do it : for the 
band of the Lord was against him ; else he might 
have done it in a few days, but he provoked the 
Lord, and trusted in bis vessel, and in his own skill. 
He locked up the l^read, and dealt hardly with 
his passengers, when he saw he should be longer at 
sea than at first he did expect. He knew that 
for three weeks there was stinking water, and we 
were close by a French island, and they said the 
French would not let us have any, if we starved. 
They were papists, and said, ijf we cwme for water 
they would take our ship for a prey, and us for 
captives. Tet this owner of the vessel would not 
go to any other island, until the merchants that 
were on board threatened him very sorely ; and 
then he put in at a mountainous place, called Mount 

and they went all away from me as soon 
they were landed ; for I was very weakly, being ■ 
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board the vessel so long, with such bad accommo- 
dation. I went on shore with my ulotliea so wet, 
that I could wring water out of them, and so dried 
them upon my weakly body, which cast me into such 
a feverish condition, that I was very dry, and I sat 
down on the shore, and a girl came to fetch fresh 
water near where I sat, and I drank till I sweat, 
and then I swooned, and lay some time ; but the 
arising of the life of Jesus set me on my feet again, 
and in the strength and relief thereof I went to 
enquire for a passage for Barbadoes, and heard of 
none. But I was not clear of Nevis, and hearing of 
a leaking vessel to go to Amiqua, took my passage 
in that, hoping that way might be made from thence 
to go to Nevis, and then having got a passage, it 
being night and rainy, I tried to get me a lodging 
on the land. The people were generally Irish 
papists, bat the Lord did so order it, that I met with 
an English woman, and she treated me kindly, but 
Bbe had neither bread nor drink, but wine and sugar ; 
and I desired half a pint of Maddra wine to be 
boiled, and that served me uight and morning, and 
the Lord blessed it to me, and his holy power 
accompanied me. While I stayed for the vessel, 
I had good service there, though there was no 
friend in all the island ; they bad banished a friend 
out of it, as I heard, but a little before, and the 
people told me they did not dare to have a meeting, 
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yet I pulliaiieJ 'I'ruth in the streets, and they con- 
fessed to it. And 90 1 left Trnth honourabl j amongst 
them, and then came on board the veBsel, where I 
laat took my passage, and sailed to the other vessel, 
that I had suffered in, and called for the owner and 
cleared my conscience to him, and told him the 
hand of the Lord was against him, and warned him 
to repent, elae he should suddenly feel the stroke of 
it to be heavy upon him ; and inasmuch as his heart 
had been too much set on that bark, he should 
shortly see that the Lord would destroy it, and 
aoeordingly his vessel was split on a rock in a little 
time after. So when I, through tender mercy, came 
to Anti^a again, the friends told me how they had 
leea oonoerned for me, and so had Nevis fi'iends, 
and there was a pasdago ready for Nevis, and an 
honest woman-friond, whoae name was Mary Hum' 
pkery, was very ready to go with me, and friends 
there wero very joyful of my coming, and wo had 
many good and powerful meetings in that island ; 
and there was a judge and his wife came to meeting, 
and people of several sorts, and we had some meet- 
ings at the honses of tliom that were not friends, 
and friends were well satisfied and comforted, and 
the mighty power of God was with us. Glory unto 
it, for it is worthy over all, and in us all. Oh that 
■wo may have an eye to its glory in our whole livea 
and oonveraations ; for it is by it we live, move, and 
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h&ve our being ; and its dealing; with us, and work- 
ing for ns in that place is wocthy to be remembered ; 
for this was the place that the owner of the vessel 
aforementioned was afraid to carry me to ; but the 
Lord was on my side, and prevented much evil 
when it waa intended ; and the governor of that 
place was so kind tbat he gave us bis letter of 
recommendation to carry with na, I came back 
with Mary Humphery to Antigua and to Five 
Islands, and there we and some friends that went 
with na visited a poor people that complained of 
their priest, and said be came to them but once a 
year, and then it was to take that which thej bad 
from them ; and we had a precious opportunity to 
manifest the truth, and they were very kind to us, 
and gecmed to be well satisfied and affucted. 

And then I being clear, and a passage presented 
for Barbadoes, as soon as I waa ready I went on 
board, and was there sooner than could have been 
expected. And when I arrived, I met with many 
friends at Bridgetown, and there took an account 
of the monthly meetings, and went to them and 
other meetings as brief as I could ; and moat days 
I had two or three meetings ia a day, both among 
the blacks, and also among the white people. And 
the power of the Lord Jesus was mightily manifested, 
BO that my soul was often melted therewith, even in 
the meetinga of the Negroes, or blacks, as well as 
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among friends. And when I had gone through the 
island, and was clear, having been well refreshed 
with friends, in the feeling of the heavenly power ; 
and in the strength of the same I came on board 
the ship for my native land again. 



J. V. 



Written on board tie sliip 
coming from Barbadoes, 
in the Srd month, 16S1. 



IlEFoita I went to sea I was two weeks in the 
service of Trath in Kent, and then it was shewed 
me, being at Sandiaick, that 1 should bear my testi- 
mony for God, and hia divine spiritual worship, 
in a steeple-hoitse there ; and coming home, the 
heavenly power wrought mightily in my heart. 
And when I was clear of those oonntries, I was 
better in health than I had been for many years. 
And as the light of Jesus shewed me, before I left 
England, as is afore hinted ; so the power thereof 
ordered me when I came back, and it was so weight- 
ily on me before I came on shore, that I thought 
it long ere I came to Kent to clear my conscience. 
And the God of sea and land brought me safely 
thither, and I hastened to Sandwich, and on a 
first-day, being the 5th of the 4th month, 1681, 1 
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went to the aUeplt-house, as it was before me, and 
had been of a long time, and in the strength of the 
Almighty power, I delivered that message which I 
received of the Lord Jesus, saying The day U 
come, spoken of and foretold by the Prophet, of the 
pouring forth of God's Spirit upon all fiesh, eons 
and daughters, etc. And I exhorted them, both 
priest and people, to take heed to a measure or 
manifestation thereof in their own hearts, (and leave 
off their idolatry) and come to be true spiritual 
worshippers ; and I laid before them the danger of 
the one, and the benefit of the other ; till the priest 
caused me to be haled out ; and when I came forth 
many of hia hearers followed me, and I had a good 
opportnaity with them, and cleared myself to them, 
and left them. And as I was going away, I felt 
the arising of that power that is worthy to be 
obeyed, and it was with me to go to them again ; 
and when they came from their worship I met them, 
first the mayor and his company, then the lawyer 
and his, and after that the priest, with many more. 
I invited al! to come to our spiritual worship, 
and I would engage that if any of them, young or 
old, male or female, had a message from the Lord 
to deliver there, that they should have liberty, and 
not be abased, as the priest caused me to bo ; for 
the man that haled me out hart my arm, so that it 
was swelled some time after, I told the priest 
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that be was not of the primitive faith and Chnrch 
of Christ, teatified of in Bcriptnre ; for there, if any 
thing was revealed to the standers by or hearers, 
they might apeak one by one, the first holding bis 

and he was silent before I spoke, and I 
said I shonid not have spoken in the Church ; and 
I asked hira what Cbnrch that was ? for I had 
spoken in the trne Church many times amongst 
God's people, and they did not hinder me ; and ha 
said Paul spoke against a woman's speaking in the 
Church. I asked him what woman that was, and 
what Church that was that she should not speak 
in ? And be did not answer me, but went away ; and 
a woman-friend that was with me took hold of him, 
and said, " my friend, answer the woman's question," 
(and the Dutch people were coming from their wor- 
ship the while,) but the priest put off bis hat to us 
and bustled away, and afterwards endeayoured to 
send me to prison ; but the God of power (who pre- 
served me when much evil hath been intended) pre- 
Tented him, that he could not prevail with the mayor, 
bet he endeavoured to harm the friends of that place 
after that I was gone. And after the first-day meet- 
ing was over, I went at the beginning of tho week 
to some other meetings, and came again on fourth- 
day, and God's power was over all, and friends had 
no harm ; and we had another heavenly meeting, 
and so I came away and left friends peaceable, and 
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all was wel), blessed be the Lord, and magniSed be 
his preserving power, over all, for eyermore. Amen, 
saith my soul. 

J.V. 

I was informed tJtat the priest above spedfied, 
did do his endeavour to etir up persecution against 
friends, and put the mayor to some trouble, for not 
punishing me ; but therein he did, nor could do, no 
more than manifest his oum malice, and what birth 
he was of: the Lord had set his bounds, 

J.V. 



Im tbiB long journey, tbia I can say, (to tte 
honour and glory of my tender God, and to the 
praise of hi3 providential power,) and be it known 
to all, that although 1 had none to accompany 
me of my own or friends' providing, yet the Lord so 
ordered it, that I had still some honest woman, or 
maiden friend, both by sea and land. In the first 
vessel that ever I was iu, I had an honest ancient 
maiden friend, named Sarah Yoklet, who waa my 
companion from London until I came to Long- 
Island. And then in New-England, one Lydia 
Wright, another faithful friend, was willing to 
travel with me, and did accompany me a consider- 
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able time; and still the Lord so ordered it, tliftt 
whenever one left me, another was readj to take 
her place to be my companion ; and when I 
returned home, there came with ine an ancient 
maiden friend, who had been out in those countries 
in the service of Truth six years, whose name was 
Margaret Kerby. On the 3rd of the 4th month, 
1681, I arrived safely at Dover, in the county of 
Kent, where I was three weeks in the service of 
Truth ; and after that (blessed and renowned he 
the holy Name of Jesus) I came to London, and 
after a little time Bpent in visiting friends in Lon- 
don, I came safe home. And as I pondered weight- 
ily, and beheld the preservation of me and mine, 
and the manifold mercies that we received when ao 
far remote one from another, my heart was truly 
tendered in the sense of my heavenly Father's love, 
and my soul magnified the preserving and deliver- 
ing power, and the cry ran through me, Lord God 
of my life, let me and mine never forget thy good- 
ness, for it is wonderfidly to be admired ; and thy 
ineivpressible love to be considered, by all those unto 
tvhom it hath been so largely extended. And as I 
consider our nothingness, and thy tenderness towards 
us, I cannot but abhor self, and breathe unto thee, 
that I and mine may for ever hold self in no repo- 
iation, and follow Jesus through the daily cross ; 
wheran 1 (through tender mercy) have found poiver. 




when of myself I could do nothing wfitrebif tofulfil 
vihat was required of me, but stlf was very ready 
to kinder me, as the self-seeking spirit always is to 
hinder those that are not aware of it. And therefore 
I desire, above all things, that I and mine, whom the 
Lord hath been so good unto, may be watchful; 
and, in order thereunto, I commit all unto that 
God of power that hath preserved hitherto, and is 
able to keep and preserve unto the end. To whom 
be all glory and praise for evermore. Amen. 

J. V. 



i LETTER WRITTEN AT GRAVESEND TO FRIENDS OF 

THE women's meeting, by J. V. when she waa 

GOING TO SEA, FOB. IIER LONG JOTJRNET. 



DsAs and well-beloved slaters, my love and life 
salateB yon ; even in a sense of the tender love of 
my Heavenly Father do I embrace yon, and greatly 
encourage you to keep your women's meetings, and 
keep up your testimonies, every one in your places ; 
for every one hath a testimony for the pure God, 
though not in words, yet in the Word of life, which 
hath quickened our souls, and powerfully operated 
thereon, even in our women's meeting. Hath uoi 
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the sense of it been sufficient to engage our hearts 
to serve him; and to hear onr faithful testimony 
for him in purity of life and conversation, that his 
Name may be honoured, and the precious Truth 
propagated? For this yon know how long hath been 
the travail of my aoiil amongst yon ; and, I hope, 
it will be the travail of yours in my absence, that 
if ever we see one another's faces again, it may be 
with joy and not with aorrow. So let your breath- 
ings be for my welfare in the Lord Jeans, as mine 
are for you ; for had it not been to keep covenant 
with my God, I conld not have given up my weak 
body to the sea ; but in my long and sore eiereiaea, 
I often promised the pure God, that I would give 
up my life as a sacrifice, if he would accept of it ; 
and now he hath tried me, and if he please to take 
it, it is but my reasonable service to offer it up to 
him, I did intend you should have had more 
timely knowledge of it, hut that I could not tell 
whether it might have been taken from me ; there- 
fore I forbore speaking of it publicly, till at length I 
conld not longer refrain ; but now, in the universal 
love of God, do I take my leave of you all, not 
knowing whether I may see you again or not. 
Remember my dear love to the brethren, whose 
labour of love and work of faith is for the propa- 
gating of the precious truth. 
And the Lord God eternal keep us all close unto 



himself, in that which Deither sea nor land caa 
separate ; for in it my love doth truly reach unto 
you a!l, being clear ia the sight of my God of all 
service, save only this which my life lies engaged 
for. Here I stand resigned to live or die in the 
will of my God, and bo I dt:sire him to keep me to 
the end. 

And, dear friends, be valiant for the Truth, that 
it may not be undervalued through a cowardly, 
creeping, libertine spirit, for tbat hath done too 
much hurt already ; stand over it, I beseech you 
all, and quit yourselves like faithful soldiers, fight- 
ing under the banner of love, which our tender God 
liath spread over us, that we may not be ashamed 
to bear the cross ; and take heed, lest any cause 
the offence of the cross to cease, for such are 
enemies to Christ Jesus, let them profess what they 
will ; for there ia no way to the Crown, but by and 
through the Cross. So, in that which brings us 
into subjection, do I remain (present with you in 
spirit, though absent in body) your tender sister in 
the precious Truth. 



J. V. 



I From Gravftetid, the 24th of t!ie 
" 12th month, 1679. 

L 



Let this be read in 
oiiy where, 



your Women's Meeting, oi 




HER HTTSBAND, RICHARD VOKINS, 
SENT FROM RHODE ISLAND. 

Dbab Husband, my love and life salutes thee, 
with my dear children, and my father, and my 
brother 0. S. and hia wife, and my brother D. and 
his wife, and all the rest of my dear friends and 
hoavenly relations, dearly desiring your preservatioa 
and prosperity in the ever blessed Truth ; and then 
I doubt not but our God will increase ua in our 
outward store. And, dear heart, thou art often ia 
my mind, and the breathing of my life is for thee, 
as for my own soul, and I do believe that all our 
trials will work for good, if we love the Lord JesnB 
as we ought to do. Those trials that we have had, 
and do now meet with, I hope will fit us for greater, 
and I do not know but I may come home again to 
suffer with yon, by the strength of the same Power 
that hath preserved ua hitherto. Oh, magnified be 
it for ever, saith my soul, for it hath done for me 
great things. And, dear heart, my service ia greater 
here than it was there, and I have pretty well cleared 
myself in Long Island, but at New York I am not 
quite clear, but I hope I shall ere long. I am now 
at Rhode Island, going on to clear myself as fast 
as I may, as the Lord makes way for me. I intend 
to take the meetings between this and Bosttm, and 



when I am uloar tliere, I hope you may hear further 
from me, or see me, in some reaaonahle time, aa our 
tender God shall be pleased to order. And hy this 
you may ail know that my tender God is with me, 
and carriea me through many sore exercises, and 
hb mighty power enables me to do his service ; and 
his reward is not wanting, blessed be his Name, for 
all his tender mercies. Friends are tender to me, 
and I am better in health at present than I have 
been ; but I have many ailments attending my weak 
body still. 

So, dear heart, let us breathe to our God to- 
gether, though outwardly far asunder, yet if it 
stands with the will of our Heavenly Father we may 
see one another again, to his honour and onr com- 
fort ; and let us pray unto him, day and night, that 
we may be content, to be at his disposal in life or 
death, together or asunder, that he may be honour- 
ed, and our souls comforted. 

And, dear heart, remember to have an eye over 
our dear children, that they lose not the sense of 
truth, which my soul hath bo deeply travailed for, 
when I was with them ; for it is my fear, now I am 
from thorn, that if thou do not supply my place in 
my absence, that the spirit of this world will prevail 
and hinder the work of the Lord in their hearts, 
and in thine too, and that will be to all our sorrow. 
The Lord God eternal keep us faithful to him unto 
r3 
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the end, that we hear our teatimoniea for hia Trntli 
irith boldness at all times, and in all places, that vib 
may not be ashamed to confess him before men if 
we should come to be tried for our lives ; for it is a 
precious advancement to be a worthy sufferer. And 
if the mighty God do bring me home again, to par- 
ufFering in my native land, I hope those 
exercises that I now go through will still fit me for 
greater ; and I hope this is the end for which thoa 
and I am tried. And 80, in the love of that which 
is able to preserve us, do I once more salate thee, 
and remaiu, 

Thy true and tender wife, 

J.V. 

From Mode Island, the Hth of the 
4th month, 1Q80. 



Remeubek my dear love to ray children, and bid 
them mind the Lord, .and to all frienda of our 
meeting, and let my son H. tell them that I greatly 
desire their faithfulness, and I hope he will have aa 
honest testimony for God. I would have Mary 
see this letter, that she may be of a believing heart, 
that if the Lord should bring ua together again, it 
may be to his honour, and our great comfort ; the 
Lord is aa well able to preserve me home, as he was 
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hither, and I hope he will in his time, I must leave 
that to him, and so I hope will you ; for if we be 
rot contented with his will, it will not be well with 
us. And, therefore, let us learn Pa«r* lesson, for 
we have great need in every state to ho content. 
No more, but dear love, being in haste, 

J. V. 




TO OLIVER SANSOM and his wife. 

Dbar Brother, and Sister, whom I dearly love 
in the Lord Jesus, (our life,) who makes hard things 
eaey, bitter tfaiogs sweet, and hears up in the great- 
est trials, do I salute yea, with my Mary, my sister 
Margery, and the rest of them, earnestly desiring 
your prosperity every way, as of my own soul, 
And by this you may know, that though sore exer- 
cises and travails attend on every hand ; yet I am 
alive to magnify that Power that hath preserved in 
dangers ^eat, and difficulties many, and is able to 
preserve unto the end, and therefore I desire that 
we may trust in it, and obey it, to the honour of it ; 
for it hath been manifest in my weak body, to the 
admiration of many of the upright in heart, and 
they are very loving to me wherever I come. And 
my tender Father hath strengthened me to do bis 
aervice in Long Island, and New York, and in 
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Rhode Island, and Boston, and New Jersey, and 

those parts of America, and I was in hope to have 
oome home when I was clear of New England; 
but the Lord hath laid it upon me to go to Barba- 
dots, and in his strength 1 am going thither in a 
vessel, of which one George Fletcher is the owner 
and master, who pro/esses Truth. Do yon not think 
that a line from you would be very precious to me ? 
I have neither heard from, nor seen one of ray native 
land since I left it ; hut I cannot blame you, not 
knowing whither to send or direct a letter. Remember 
my dear love to all friends of our men's and women's 
meetings.earnestlydesiring their faithfulness therein, 
and in all things else that pertain to the life of Truth, 
that we may bear our testimonies in uprightnees 
unto the end, that in the end God may be glorified, 
and our souls comforted, for ever and evermore. 
Dear Anne Lawrence's children are in my mind as 
well as my own. I hope you will look after them 
in my absence, that we may have comfort of their 
growth in the Truth, if ever we are present again ; 
and if they grow in the Truth, and knowledge, and 
love of God, then will the desire of your tender 
sister be answered. And so in that which satisfies 
oar breathings, I remain, 

Your tender aiatcr, 




toEFBiEUDBATGRAVESEND, in LONG ISLAND, 



Dear Fkiends, my lova and life salutes jou, and 
in that which unites unto our God and endears ua 
in the heavenly relation, you are often in my 
remembrance ; and my soul's desire is that we may 
feel each other in a living growth, in that life and 
love of God which reaches over sea and land, and 
satisfies our souls, and causes us to rejoice together 
in spirit, as present {though absent in body) joining 
in the God of our sweot salvation. Though in this 
world we meet with many bitter exercises, yot 
blessed be his holy Name, his sweet salvation out- 
balances all ; and as in the Light we behold it, we 
have great cause to magnify thit Nxme that bring- 
eth it ; for there is power to make the weak strong, 
and to establish the feeble-minded ind we have 
sufficiently partaken of its preservation and deliver- 
ance. Glory and honour and praises over all be 
returned thereunto, our souls have cause to say, for 
all his mercies and great loving-kindness, both 
spiritual and temporal; for his wonted favonrs and 
rencwings of mercy daily. Who can consider it, 
and not be bowed into tenderness before him ? The 
consideration tbereut melts my heait even at this 
time. And the breathing of my soul is to the Cod 
of my life, that we may all ke«p \qw m \)itt nbSv^-j 
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of our Father's love, where the well-spring of life 
doth overflow; that our souls through its sweet 
refreshings may live nnto him, that through its 
arieiDg we may magnify his N'ame and celebrate liis 
praises, for death and darkness cannot. And there- 
fore we had need be all watching in the Light, and 
waiting for the arisinga of Life, that death and 
darkness may he suhdoed out of our families, and 
out of onr assemblies ; that our families may be 
aeasoced with the heart-cleansing and preserving 
holy fear, that they may be of God's families, and 
our assemblies crowned with Life; that Truth may 
be promoted thereby in our generation, and our 
posterity blessed in the generations to come. For 
this end the Lord hath taken compassion on ua, and 
raised us up of all the families of tbe earth ; and if 
we do not answer the reqnirings of his love, he may 
lay ns by, and raise up whom he pleases. 

Oh ! dear hearts, feel his love, for it requires 
love my soul can truly say. Oh I what manner of 
love is this (as one said in hia day) that he hath lovod 
US with, that when we i?ere afar off and strangers 
to him, he made known his precious Truth unto us, 
and revealed a measure thereof in ua, to help our 
iufirmities and to teach us, when wo could find no 
comfort in all the teachings of the idol shepherds, 
nor no help for our infirmities. Oh, how precious 
waa hia voice, and comely was his countenance, and 
how tenderly were our hearts affected therewith, in 



the day of our cooTincement ! Oh, it was a day 
of love never to be forgotten ! And how hath he 
surronnded us by hia power ever since ? Surely hia 
Fatherly love hath been and is sufBcient to oblige 
us to obedience ; for he is not wanting to his tender 
seed, but is appearing for the affliction of Joseph, 
to work deliverance for Jacob, and to relieve 
the traviuling seed, in the remote corners of the 
earth. There are many going and gone out of Old 
England to Pmiisylvania and New Jersey, that 
have been as instruments in the hand of the Lord 
for the promoting his Truth here ; and I hope they 
will be 80 there, to the honour of his great Name 
and the comfort of his children in the neighbouring 
Islands; for the Lord will exalt his Truth, though 
the wicked grow worse and worse. 

Therefore, let our hearts magnify his Name, and 
onr souls (and all that is within us) return praises 
and thanksgiving unto him, for he is worthy, who is 
God blessed for ever, and evermore. Amen, saith 
my soul, who am a travailer in spirit for the tender 
Seed, and a rejoicer in its prosperity. 

JOAN VOKINS. 

This Epistle, it is euppoacd, 
was written soon after 
her retam home. 

Let tMa Epistle be copied and sent to MaUmcoke,to 3f, Fryer 
and friends thereaway, to be read among them. 
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lovjs the copies of some more X-etters that 

wrote and sent when she u'os in Auebica. 



TO EEK HUSBAND ANii CHILDREN. 

Dear Hosband and CnrLDREN, my endeared love, 
in the love of my tcLder God, doth dearly salute 
you, and the breathing of my soul is unto my tender 
God, that you may be faithful and obedient to your 
measures received, that you may grow in the know- 
ledge and love of God, and of his Son Christ Jesus, 
uiJiom to know is eternal life, which is better than 
natural life, or any thing that thereunto belongeth. 
Oh, dear hearts, consider of it, and forget not the 
goodness of the Lord ; for unutterable is his love 
towards ua. Sly heart is tendered in the feeling of 
it, and I cannot forget his tender dealing with us ; 
and the cry runs often through me to the God of my 
life, that you may not forget his goodness, nor slight 
hie tender love, nor neglect your duties to him ; for, 
dear hearts, he is not a hard Master, but Lis reward 
is Bufflclent to engage our hearts to liia service. 
Therefore let our hearts be encouraged to continue 
in well-doing, and to watch against the enemy, that 
lie may not prevail to draw out your minds from 
waiting upon the Lord. Surely there is great danger 
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attendiDg yoQ, my dear and tender ones. Oh, let 
jonr hearts be diligent to seek the honour of God, 
and the exaltation of hia Truth, ahoTe all things ; 
then I shall have the desire of my soul answered. 
For I am greatly concerned for you, and my prayers 
are for you night and day, that your souls may live 
to God, whatever your bodies endure. Bat for 
your comfort, I put you in mind of the sweet pro- 
mises of him that eaid, "First seek the kingdom, of 
heaven, and the righteousness thereof, and all things 
else shall be added." And I am truly satisfied, he 
is never failing to fulfil Ha sweet promises unto 
them that keep his commandments ; and if we love 
him, let it be manifest by our keeping his commands; 
for he is worthy to be /eared, and trusted in, and 
depended upon, and had in rennerabrancc continually. 
The Lord God of my life stay your minds, that 
you may wait upon kim, that ip his oum time, and 
upon his mim terms, you may partake of the fulfilling 
of his sweet promises, which are attained unto by 
loving the Light, and living the life of Truth. 

And 60, dear hearts, let us he singly resigned 
unto our God ; for I can truly say, his love is most 
deeply of an engaging nature; for by it I have 
been preserved from great dangers, perils by sea, 
and perils by land, and perils amongst false brethren ; 
bnt out of them all his mighty power delivered me, 
and [ am yet alive to magnify it, glory, and honour, 
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and eTerlasting praisea be unto his Name for ever- 
more, saith mj Bonl ; for he daily filletli my heart 
therewith, and makes mc able to do his service 
beyond expectation ; and he is not wanting to com- 
municate to my soul, (glory to his worthy Name,) 
but his reward ia in my boBom, whieli gladdens my 
heart, and refreshes my soul, and upholds my weak 
body, that I am not without hopes of seeing you 
again ; for I have cause to say, There is nothing 
impossible unto my God. I have been most of thia 
■winter upon the roaring seas, two months at a time, 
and saw no land, and my clothes were not off two 
nights all that time, bo far as I can remember, 
and there was no conveniency for my weak body. 
There were French, and Dutch, and Irish, and 
Barbarians, and English, and I had sore exercises 
amongst them, both inwardly and ontwardly; but 
yet I had good service also amongst them, and they 
did confess to the power of my God; although 
they were most of them very wicked, yet they were 
chained by it, and the passengers were kind to me 
for the Truth's sake. When it pleased the Lord 
to bring us to land, "we arrived at the island of 
Antigua, in the West Indies; there I found a 
precious people, and had two meetings a day for a 
week, with white people and blacks; on the seventh 
day is their children's meetings; they have also 
men's and women's meetings, and the gospel order is 




established aud establishing in those remote iakuds. 
Glory to God for ever ! They teach their children 
G. F's. catechiam. We went ou board the ship again, 
designing for Barbadoes ; but oi]r small vessel waa 
80 heavily laden, that we could not get from the 
We^ Indies, but kept np and down another month, 
so that the passengers were all weary ; and the water 
grew scarce and stinking, and I was very weak. 
When we came to another island, we who were pas- 
sengers were willing to go on shore, bnt the vessel 
did not enter there ; my exercise then was very 
great, for I had great drawings to go there, and 
the weight of my service remaned with me. A 
few days after we bore up, and went to another 
island, where there were no friends, and there 
I want on shore, with some of the other passengers, 
but I knew no person there. The inhabitants were 
most part Irish, and I was almost spent w4ien 1 came 
there ; but the Lord was exceeding good, and com- 
forted mo every way, and 1 got a passage back again 
to Aiitigua; and it remained witb me to go to the 
island cf Nevis ; for I could not be clear of the 
weight of it. When I had been sweetly refreshed, 
through the love of my God, amongst them again 
at Antigua, way was made for me to go from 
thence to Nevis, and an honest widow wont along 
with me, who was very helpful to mo. We had 
good service amongst the blacks and whites. Shu 
o2 




remembers her love to yoa all, and her prayers are 
with mine unto the Lord for you. Now we are 
clear of Neins, and going again to Antigua, I 
hope the Lord will make way for me to bt 
Barbadoea ere long, fop I understand it is but a 
weelf's sail, or two at most, if the wind sits fair. 
When we came from New York, they spoke of but 
three or four weeks' voyage to Barbadoes, and we 
came out tlience about the time called Michaelmat, 
and I have not seen it yet. I sent you many letters 
from thence when I came away, by which you may 
know my service in New England, and the time 
when I came away from thence. I do not know 
whether you received any of my letters, but I have 
taken all opportunities I could, both by sea and 
land, to send. I met with a vessel upon the sea the 
last letter that I sent, and she was bound for Lon- 
don. I do long to hear of your welfare, but I do 
not blame you that I receive no lines, except yoa 
could tell whither to direct them. I have not seea 
one of my native land, that I knew, since I came 
forth. But the Lord is with me, and unto hia pre- 
serving power I commit you, with myself, and all 
the tender ones, that Amalek'a spirit may not hurt 
the hinder part of the flock, nor turn the weak oaf 
of the way. 

Dear hearts, let us he single unto God, that our 
understandings may be opened, and kept open, that 



no subtle spirit may betra; onr innocency. And 
let ns Beyer forget the wateh ; and if we fulfill that 
command, God will be honoured, and our souls com- 
forted for ever and for ever, and for evermore. 
Forget not your family meeting on &rat-daya at 
erening; let not any thing hinder. 






J.V. 



the Isknd of 
^mis, the llth of tbo 
ith, 1680. 



And in (/w same Letter there were a few lines added 
to her son, Thomas Vokins, being then an 
apprentice ivith William Gibson, in Londoh. 

Dear Son, T. V„ my love salutes thee, and thy 
dear master and mistress, and all the faithful in 
Christ Jesus, earnestly desiring your welfare as my 
own. And, dear heart, let thy honest endeavours 
answer the desires of my heart; for my soul's 
breathing is, tiiat thou majst he kept low and 
chaste ; that thou mayst fear at all times ; that 
thou mayst do as Joseph did, who could not sin 
against his God. Oh, dear son, it is a precious 
thing to feel the awe of the Lord upon thy heart. 
Oh, tliat this may be tliy state ; that thou mayst 
a3 
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be found watching unto prayer, and continue in the 
; that thou mayst witness preservation from 
al! the enemy's snares ; and that thy mind may be 
stayed in the light, to wait for the incomes of life; 
that thon mayst live to Goil, and seek his kingdom, 
and the righteousjtess thereof, and then then needat 
not fear but all things eke will be added. I hope 
thy diligence and faithfulness to God, and unto thy 
master and mistress, will increase their love to thee. 
So hoping thou wilt take good couLBel, and bring 
forth the fruit thereof, to the honour of our precious 
God, and to all our comforts. 

This is from thy tender mother, 



TO FBJENDS OF NEW YORK, 
AND TU ERE AW AT. 

Dear and well-beloved Friendb, these lines 
left to your weighty consideration in this seas 
whilst opportunity doth present, for times and s 
sons are in our Father's Land, and we know not how 
soon he may put a period to our days ; and, there- 
fore, we are all concerned to seek the propagation 
of the precious Truth, whose excellency far exceeds 
the purest gold, and the gain thereof far transcen- 
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deth all earthly treasure. Oh, let it be our greatest 
care to be affected with it, that we may say with 
the apostle, in a living sense thereof, that godliness 
tvith contentment is tke greatest gain ; for we might 
well know, that no other gain is profitable for our 
everlasting welfare. Neither will anything else 
stand ns in stead when God calls for an account of 
our talents ; and, therefore, let it he the bent of onr 
hearts, and the inclination of our minds, to improve 
them, that we may give onr account with joy ; that 
our God may be honoured, and onr souls comforted 
when this momentary pilgrimage shall be ended, and 
all oar troubles and exercises forgotten. The fulness 
of that which we have already the earnest of, being 
an hnndredfold better than anything we have parted 
with for it. And if we should he yet tried to part 
with ail, even life itself, it is but our reasonable 
service to give it up to hira from whom we have 
received it. For what have we (that is good) but 
what WB have received of him, and what is it that 
he is not worthy of? Is not his love Biifficicnt to 
engage our hearts to his service? Has he not 
delivered us in dangers deep, and difficulties great, 
and brought us through many and sore distresses ? 
And hath he not made us partakers of many precious 
promises? Endless praises ba to his most holy 
Name, saith my soul. The feeling of his sweet 
refreshing life that he communicates to my soul, is 




68 

a lundredfold better than husband and children, w 
any outward merciea that he hath made me partakt 
of, though very near and dear unto me. And now, 
dear friends, the scriptures are fulfilling in ua ; there- 
fore let our earnest that we have received, engaga 
our hearts to our Master's work, that we may receive 
ihc fulness of that which we already have an earnest 
of, for we have not a hard Master to serve ; but, 
behold, he comes, and his reward is with him. Oh, 
let us wait for hiin to enlarge our hearts more and 
more, then shall we love to propagate his Truth, 
and mn the way of his commandments with joy and 
great delight, that we may all witness the fulfilling 
of that sweet promise of a hundredfold in thia life, 
and afterwards the great and doable reward of the 
faithful, which is the joy of the soul in the life 
which is everlasting. 

And so, dear friends, let us all keep a i]arr(nr 
watch over our hearts, that the spirit of thia world 
do not creep in, to draw the mind from that which 
did at first convince ub ; for that h as precious 
an over, mid never waxes old, and, therefore, let 
our ical for it never wax cold. Let na prize all 
opportunitios to assemble together, that we maj- 
foel our hearts inclined, singly to wait, that we may. 
roooivo a ^irtlicr dispeiisation of life, that a growiDj 
{looplo wo uiav be; that love unto our God, ant 
itiito QUO uiothCT may abound amongst us : that 



way of our God may not seem unpleasant, nor his 
commands grievous unto any of us. Neither that 
giving way unto which would lead into the liberty 
of the flesh again, for that is a dividing spirit, that 
will separate from God, and uncement and break 
the unity of the body : it is of a creeping nature, 
and enmity lodges in it, whatever it may pretend ; 
and because it hath already wrought in a mystery, 
and brought dishonour to the worthy Name of our 
God, and reproach npou the precious Truth. There- 
fore it doth deeply concern U3 to double oar diligence 
in doing our duties to honour him, in the propa- 
gating of the Truth, i 

Oh, friends, let us for ever have this before the 
view of our minds ; let no other beloved hinder ; 
for if we love anything more than this, it will not 
go well with ns ; for our God will search the camp, 
and if there be a Babylonish garment, or a wedge 
of never so precious gold, yet if the work of the 
Lord be hindered thereby, his wrath will surely 
come upon it and consume it ; for a clean camp the 
Lord will make, that his Truth may be renowned. 
The day of purifying is come and coming more, in 
which the hypocrites shall be tried, and the npright 
in heart comforted, although there may be many 
that were first, come to be last, and some, Judas- 
like, betray their Master ; yet the Lord will spread 
hifl Truth in the nations, and magnify his own power, 




h 



70 

by staiubg the g]orj of all flesh, and by laying sdf 
low before him, that it may be had in no reputation. 
He will not give hia glory anto another, the 
adulterer, nor the idolater shall not be docked with 
his jewels ; for where self is decked, the Lord is 
provoked ; but where self is denied, and the daily 
cross taken up, there the low appearance of the Son 
of God ia bowed unto, which seems contemptible 
nnto them, who cause the offence of the cross to 
I, and settle npon their lees, and sit down in 
a state of carelessness, thinking themselves secnra, 
without the performance of their duty, in obedience 
to the measure of Truth received, that should bring 
into a disciple's state. Oh, fiicnds, we all know, 
that rest is polluted, let us all up and he doing, 
that our lamps may be trimmed, and we all may be 
ready to meet the brid^groora of our souls, that we 
may enter in while the door is open ; but if we delay 
until the door b shut, then it will be in vain to seek, 
we shall not be able to enter, when the door is shut 
against us ; then what will the profession of Tntth 
do for ns. 

Therefore, let ns with one heart and mind labour 
together, and let our breathings bo one for another, 
that the possession of life may be more and more 
inherited amongst us, that we may be refreshed one i 
in another, when together or asunder, that symp^ J 
thizing one with another, we may, as members < 
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one body, to the honour of Christ onr holy Head, 
from whom we receive nouriaiiment, to keep ns from 
withering, grow and be useful all in our measures, 
tbtit one cannot Bay unto another, I have no need 
of thee ; for if we are cemented together as mem- 
bers of one body, we must needa be all concerned 
for the honour of our Head, and the comfort of 
one another. 

I remain, yonr Trnfeigned friend ia the 
precions unchangeable Trath, 

JOAN VOKINS. 

Written in the IgIiuuI oi Antigua, 
in fie movings of the Spirit of 
Truth, and in the sguhc which 
that gave me of the state of 
friends there. 

This to be read amongst Friends at 2fetB i'ork, (or clse- 
^^^gheie,) as in the wisdom of God it maj he seen meet. 



Sere follows a Letter that she wrote on board the 
first vessel going for America ; directed, and 
tent to some women Friends in Londom. 

Dear FmENca, I cannot forget your labour of 
love, and sisterly care conceniiDg me, and do return 
the acknowledgment thereof, with kind acceptance. 




^ 
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This is to certify yon, that after I left Old England, 
I had no cauae of doubt or fear ; but the roaring 
is to me as the dry land, becanse of my Heavenly 
Father's presence and power, which makea hard 
things easy, and bitter thiugs sweet, in whose 
arms we have been preserved hitherto, and we 
have great cauae to hope we shall unto the end; 
for he is with us, and has done for me already, more 
than I did expect from his tender hand. I have not 
had one fit eiace I came on board ; but Sarah and I 
are both sea-aick. We have good encouragement 
in our voyage. Here are some friends, and some 
other sober people, and I have good service amongst 
them ; and the peace of my God flows in aa a river, 
and his love and life as a mighty stream, which I 
■would not be separated from, for all that is iu Old 
England. Let all friends know, that ask concern- 
ing me, that it is very well with my soul. Glory 
everlasting be unto my tender God for ever ! Though 
my body is weak, yet he that made it, is worthy to 
have the disposing of it, and unto him it is resigned, 
for he hath often brought it down, and raised it up, 
and can do with it as he pleases. 

And let my dear husband and frienda thereaway 
know, that I am at home with my God ; though 
absent from my outward ; and ho that clothes the 
lilies, and feeds the ravens, takes care of me as well 
here, as at home; and as to my bodily weakness, I 



am not worse than I was at home, but much easier 
in my mind. Blessed and magnified be the Name 
of the Lord for ever. 

It is troublesome for me to write, tie vessel doth 
80 wave. I desire that Su^an Dew, and Mary 
El3<m may see this, or have a copy of it ; also, 
my dear hnsband and children, to whom my endeared 
love is recommended, and to all our friends there- 
away, that love the Truth, and walk in it ; for they 
can sympathize with me, and are partakers of the 
reward of life wilh me in our own boaoma, which 
is, and hath been more to me, since I have been 
on board the vessel, than ray natural life. It is 
the best cordial that I can ever have, for healing 
virtue is in it, by which my soul and weak body are 
strengthened and comforted in times of great weak- 
ness, sore trials and exercises, in the sense of which 
my soul is tendered before the God of my life; not 
questioning but that we may see one another's faces 
again with joy, and not with sorrow. And if we 
do not 6ee face to face, yet if we abide together in 
spirit in the work and service of our God, then shall 
he be honoured, and our souls comforted, and so 
shall I have the desire of my soul answered, who 
am a travailer for the tender Seed's sake, in the 
service of Truth, wherein I greet you all in the 
salutation of my dear love, and therein do take my 
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leave, and bid you farewell in the Lord JesuB, 
remaining, 

Your true and unfeigned friend and slater 
ill the preciouH Truth, 



From 'on ship-board in 
the Colons, 27th of the 
12th month, 1679. 
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AN EPISTLE 10 FRIENDS IN RHODE ISLAND, 
AND THEREAWAY. 

Deab Fetesds, my love and life salutea you all 
tbat love the precious Truth, and live ia it; for 
they are very dear and near one unto another, even 
fis epistles written in one another's hearts that can- 
not be forgotten ; not written with ink and pen, but 
with the uniting and healing Spirit, that unites 
unto onr God, and endears us one unto another, in 
which I am one with you in trials and exercises. 
The breathing of my Boul i8 unto the God of our 
lives that all may be cut off that trouble you, 
and that the love and life, and all other spiritual 
graces and gifts may be multiplied and 

and amongst you, that you may persevere as the 
worthies of the Lord, that through renewings of the 
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right spirit yon may be mora and more conquerors 
over all that is wrong ; for onr God ia on his way. 
Glory to his Name for ever ! He hath regard to 
the very hindermost of the flock ; therefore, let all 
put on valour and courage to follow the Lamb, for 
ho is on his way triumphantly. He and his faith- 
ful followers shall have the victory, though we may 
meet with much by the way, yet we have great 
encouragement atiil to look to him who has hitherto 
preserved in dangers deep and difficult; and though 
in this world we meet with many troubles, yet our 
Helper is nigh, yea, a God at haad to deliver out 
of them all. Surely his love is sufficient to engage 
our hearts to his service ; for we have every one a 
service for our tender God in our places, and purity 
of life and conversation is that which will answer to 
the establishing and confirming of all that keep therfc- 
nnto. Though the outward appearance of things 
may make some weak ones to reason and question, 
and be ready to stumble, yet the gospel light and 
life, and the good order thereof ia very comfort- 
able, and as it is kept unto will resolve all doubts, 
stop the dark reasoner, and put a period to all un- 
profitable controversies, which things the Lord grant 
may be brought to pass amongst you, and in all the 
ehurches, to the honour and exaltation of his holy 
Kame and precious Truth, and the comforting, 
building up and establishing of every breathing ten- 
h2 
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(ler babe, that he over all may have the praise, and 
onr Bouls the comfort for evermore. Amen, Baith 
your friend in the nQchangeable Truth. 



From Barhadoes, 6tli of the 
Ist month, 1081. 



J.V. 



r 



Let this be read among Frienda in Shade liland, 

as the wisdom of Cod shall direct. 



Hers is at the West India Islands a very good 
precedent concerning children, and I could wish that 
! so among the Lord's people everywhere. 
Friends' children meet together once a week, and 
sit together with their parents, and wait upon the 
Lord, and are instructed, and they learn dear G. F'a. 
catechism* at home, [and then they say it at the 
meeting once a week'] and I do believe that it does 
produce a good effect ; 1 can truly say, that the 
power of the Almighty is amongst them, for many 
of them were tendered and shed tears when I was at 
their meeting, and friends were refreshed. 

Here in Barbadoes are family meetings very 
frequently and comfortable. 

• This probably tefcrs to a work published by Geqrge Fox, 
in iaS7, emilled, ■■ A CslecliUni for Cliildren, thttt tbey may coma 
to lesrn of Christ lb? Ligbl, the Tiatb, the Way Ibat leada to tha 
Father, the Ood of all Tcuth." 





* EM8TLE TO FHIENDS IS EAST JERSEY. 



DsAK Fbibndb, be of believiug hearts, and keep 
to the measure of Light already received, that none 
may be veiled in their understandings, and so come 
to loss ; but that all may have the benefit of their 
own measurea, that we may magnify our God to- 
gether ; for in the feeling of that spirit that helpeth 
our infirmities and teaches us, we are greatly en- 
couraged to travel on, though there is much to be 
met with by the way. Oh, therefore, let none be 
weary in well-doing, but all be diligent, that God's 
plantation may flourish in every heart, that he may 
have the fruit to bis glory, for he ia making mani- 
fest his great love to his tender Seed in those 
remote corners of the earth ; and he will make his 
Fower known, and his gospel light ia shining, and 
he will multiply his mercies, and increase his biess- 
ingB, both spiritually and temporally, unto those 
who live the gospel life, and keep to its blessed 
order. Oh, the great love and tender dsaiiiigs of 
our God, that be is visiting those islands, whicli 
causes my soul often to rejoice ; for he has heard 
the ory of the poor, and is arisen for the help of the 
needy, and has made many williag to leave their 
native land, that are as instruments in his hand, for 
to build up in the pure victorious faith, which has 
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long beea the breatHiig of my Bonl for you. For 
the Seed's sake I have been concerned closely irith 
the God of my life, and the cry in me bath often 
been unto him to send forth more faithful labourers 
amongst you, that his vineyard may be dressed and 
cleansed from all that hinderefh its growth, and ha 
hath heard, and answered in measure, bleaaed be his 
Harae. ' Oh, friends, let every one be concerned, 
and none be idle, but all to the work of the day, 
lest night come and prevent you. 

For now is the day-spring from on high visiting 
you, and the afSiction of Joseph, and the troubles 
of Jacob, the Lord has removed, and for his Seed's 
sake will yet more appear and work ita deliverance 
in the hearts of all that are truly tender of it ; 
although the serpent is very subtle and busy, and 
always trying to betray innoceney ; yet the watch 
being kept, he is preveBted, and our souls preserved. 
Therefore, dear friendsj let ua not forget that com- 
mand, lest the enemy should prevail. Oh, feel a 
necessity of watchfalneas, that we may keep our 
hearts diligently ; that we may feel tho issues of life ; 
that the inward man may grow and he capable to 
act for God ; for wo have every one, both male and 
female, a servieo in oor proper places; and they 
that arc diligent in doing their duty, shall be sure 
of a blessed reward of life and peace ; therefore, 
let all be enoouraged that arc poor and needy, and 



79 

feeble-minded. Oh, let them put on conrage, yea, 
the very hindermost of the flock ; for oar Captain 
is conrageous, he goes on conquering and to con- 
quer victoriously, and by liia power he brings great 
things to pas3, and is working deliyerance for bis 
suffering Seed, that hath breathed to him in secret, 
and could not be satisfied, but was without all hope 
of help, until the ancient power was brought to 
light, and the spirit of Truth revealed, to help our 
infirmities, and to teach us to depart from iniquity, 
and to do the things that are well pleasing unto our 
God. Oh, the day of our oonvincement ! in which 
our hearts and souls were tendered, and we made 
Bensible of our states, is never to be forgotten ; but 
the ancient power that tendered 113 then, is to be kept 
nnto, that we may do the work of the day ; for the 
gospel day calls for purity of life to adorn it. Oh, 
that we may be, as John said, fearing God, and 
giving glory to him, for the hour of bis judgment 
is come ; and we and onra ought to fear him, and 
stand in bia awe, and not sin against him. Oh, that 
we above all things may endeavour that our families 
may be of his family, and our assemblies crowued 
with life, that living sacrifices may be offered in our 
spiritual worship ; for broken hearts, and contrite 
spirits, our tender God will never despise. 

And, therefore, dear friends, let us keep low in 
the valley of our Father's love, where the well- 
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sprino^s of life do flow, that a living people vre may • 
be, to the praiae of our God, and tlie promoting of ' 
Trutli in generations to oome ; that our offspring may 
be encouraged by our good examples, Buoceseively 
to honour Truth when we are gone to our reat; that 
our posterity may be bleased of tlie Lord, and be to 
his praise, and our everlasting comfort for erer and 
for evermore. Atimi. 

Written in Bathadoti in the 
1st monUi, 1681. 



4 EPISTLE TO SOUB FRIENDS vs NEW ENGLAND, 

BUT IT HATH KE8PECT TO THE GENEEAL HTATE OP 
a THERE. 



T. AND Ann Potteh, dear friends, my love dotb 
truly reach to you and your children, desiring your 
welfare every way, even as for my own, not forget- 
ting your love to me when I was there, but in a 
Bense of that love that our God hath shed abroad 
in our hearts, do I ealnte you, earnestly desiring 
that our ohildrea may be his children, and that they 
and we may magnify his power together, though 
outwardly far asunder. Oh, that we and ours may 
truly endeavour after ttis ; for it is the breathing 
of my BOul that we may feel one another in harm- 
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less heartrB, that we maj breathe one for another, 
and be refreshed one in another, though absent io 
body, yet present in spirit. Berving onr God, and 
eyeing him that he may direct oitr hearts, and keep 
onr minda stayed, that when the winds do blow, and 
the storms do beat, we may be upon a sure founda- 
tion. For all foundations shall be tried, and the 
sandy buildings will not stand in the trying times; 
and, therefore, we had need be builders up of one 
another in our most holy faith, that wo may be 
firmly established, and as g-ood soldiers enduring 
hardsMps unto the end, For our Captain is on hia 
way, glory to his worthy Kame ! He goes on 
trinmphantly conquering, and to conquer, and ho 
and his faithful followers shall have the victory, and 
his love is sufficient to encourage the feeble ones, 
for by his power we have been preserved in dangers 
many, and very great and difficult. He hath been 
a present help in the times of our greatest need, 
and though we have in our travail here, met with 
many troubles, yet he (who is our God at hand) 
delivers out of all. Everlasting praises be unto his 
Name for ever I He hath made known the spiritual 
armour. Oh, that we may rightly prove it, that 
the strongholds of sin and satan may be pulled 
doirn, and righteousness and holiness set up in the 
place thereof, that our God may bo honoured, and 
hiB Truth exalted, and his children comforted for 
ever, and for evermore, ^men. 
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Mind my dear loye to Elizabeth Hooten, and to 
tbe friend and her hnsband, (tbat went with me to 
West Jersey,) and to William, Asten and hia wife, 
and Thomas Leeds and liia wife, and let them knov 
that I should be glad to hear that a meeting wae 
settled at Middleton. Mind my love to S. Cooper, 
and his wife and family, and let them and other 
friends know, that I believe there would be greai 
service in oatablishing a meeting there. My love to 
R. Lippingcot, William Shaddock, and the friend 
Warner, and to all the rest of friends ; for my Iotb 
is truly to them all, aa if I named them ani theix 
wives one hy one. 

And my ferveflt desire is, that tbe precious Trutb 
may prosper araocgst yoa ; and that faith aa4 
patience and love and life, and all other spiritua] 
graces and gifts, may abound amongst you ; and that 
alt that is wrong may be purged out. Oh, that si\ 
of you would wait to feel the renewings of the right 
spirit, that there might be no room in tbe heatt, to en- 
tertain the wrong spirit, to hinder or hurt innoceocy. 
And the Lord God of my life discover its aubtilty, 
and keep us all upon our watch, that none oX u% 
may be taken in his snares, for they are many and 
dangerous : and therefore I commit you with myself^ 
and all that love the Truth, and live in it, to the 
never-failing God, who is worthy to be feared and 
obeyed, trusted in, and depended upon by us, and 
aJ! that love Mm, for evw and for evermore. 



You would say, that I have great eanae so to 
declare, if you did bnt know what he has brought 
irie through, siuce I left you : but blessed he hig 
Same, he enabled me to do his service every- 
where ; and friends are kind and loving lo me here 
at Barhadots, and so they were at the Leeward 
Islands. Bo more, hut unfeigned love ; and rest. 

«Your friend and sister in the precious Truth, 
JOAN VOKINS. 
rom Barhadoei, I4th of t^ 
lEt month, 1681. 



^^ TO FBiENDs IN WEST JERSEY. 

Beab Fbiend, William Peachee, after the saluta- 
tion of my love to thee and thy wife, and friends, 
this is to let thee and friends there know, that I 
oanuot forget you ; but the travail of my soul is for 
you ; and the tender God of my life has heard the 
cry of his oppressed Seed, and arisen and will 
appear more and more for its deliverance. Although 
the PMlieiine spirit doth strongly strive, and 
AmaUck lay by the way, yet Israel is greatly 
encouraged and liath great cause to travel on, for 
the Captain of our Salvation, is going on before us 
conquering and to conquer. He will gather his 
gonB from far, and his daughters from iKt ca.^ 
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of the earth ; for tliis end he yisita the dark 
corners, and for hia Seed's sake he haa appeared on 
your behalf. If yon mind the gospel light, and 
live the gospel life, and keep the gospel order, 
then will God's plantation grow, and bring forth 
fruit to hia praise, and then you may expect hia 
blessings and prosperity upon yon and yours. But 
if you slight the great love of God, and let in 
spirit of this world, and get you other lovers, 
that will greatly provoke the Lord, causa hira 
to withhold his mercies from you, and cause you 
to fail of your espectations. This loving caution 
sprang in my heart unto you, and in that which 
thinks no evil I leave it with you, hoping that in 
the same yon will receive it, that iu the readi 
our lives may he refreshed together, though in 
person far asunder. For it is escoeding precious 
to me, and my life rejoices at the feeling of a 
living brother or sister's growth in the Truth, and 
it is what my soul travails for, who am a friend to 
it; and as I feed with you in the land of the living, 
^^K we can sing together as the ransomed of the Lord 
^^1 and the breathing of my soul is, that all that are 
^^H thoic may bo preserved, and that many thousands 
^^H more may be gathered to the honour of his great 
^^H and worthy Name and our mutual comfort, for ever 
^^^ and for evermore. Amen. 

J.Y. 
I From Barbadoei, let month, 1681. 





L HHORT TESTTMONT AGAINST THAT SPIRIT OF DIVISION, 
THAT GATE FORTH W. R.'b BOOK, STYLED, "THE 

CHRISTIAN QUAKER DISTINGUISHED," 

Whereas thera is a libertine spirit at work, very 
busy, to darken the hearts of tbem that tonch witli 
it : I feel a uecessity upon me, and that from the 
Lord, to bear my teBtimony agaicat it ; and to 
oaation all the tender ones not to meddle with it, 
lest they be tinctured and hnrt by it ; for it is a 
subtle spirit, and seeks, under fair pretences, to be- 
tray innoconcy, and some there are that are come 
to a loss thereby, aa woful experience doth daily 
show. Therefore let it be considered, how it is 
with thoBo that are alive to God ; and how it is 
with those that are within the bounds of that spirit, 
which gave forth W. B.'s wicked book, and those 
that own it, are they not in a dying condition, as to 
the pure life of Jesus ? And let them whose under- 
standings are not clear, take heed how they lead in 
it, lest they biing a veil over thera again they know 
not liow. I may say, from a certain sense, that it ia 
a dark spirit, and too many are groping therein ; 
and that is the cause tliey do not see wherein the 
difference lies. Oh, that every snch a one would keep 
to that which did at first convince them, that they 
might have their understandings opened, and kept 




open, that they might eee how far they are on their 
spiritual journey, that this aelf-aeeking spirit might 
not betray in the wilderness ; for there are howling 
deserts, and dangerous places, where this spirit hath 
lurking corners, and creeps in at every turn, if the 
watch be not duly kept ! And therefore let all take 
heed and beware of this destroying spirit, whatever 
it does pretend, it ia no better than the inwardly 
ravening wolf, though clothed outwardly like a 
sheep, and therefore deceives the more. The 
Lord will lay it open more and more for Ms own 
Seed's sake, that has long suffered, and the upright 
hearted, who are true to God, shall have great 
encouragement to travel on ; but those that are 
looking out are in great danger of being ensnared 
by this spirit, which may make their journey long 
and tedious, by muddlement of mind, and sometimes 
go backwords, yet their way may be so hedged up 
that they cannot get quite back to Egypt again, but 
may die in the wildornesa, if they take not heed. 
Oh, that all, while they have time, may come into 
obedience to the Truth, and feed together in the 
land of the living, that in the feeling of life we may 
sing together as the ransomed of the Lord, dwelling 
with him, out of all strife, in purity of life, cemented 
together in the bonds of hie love, with our aSections 
fixed on things above ! 

J.V. 




J raiENDs IN NEW ENGLAND, and thereaway. 



Dear Friend, Sauuel Sfioeb, my love Balutes 
thee and thy dear wife, and father and mother 
Tillon, if yet alire, and the reat of friends of your 
meeting ; and friends at New York, earnestly de- 
sire your welfare in the Lord Jesus, and hreathe 
to the God of ray life, that above all things Truth 
may prosper amongst you, and that faith, and love, 
and peace, and life may be multiplied amongst you, 
that the work of the day may go on, whatever you 
meet witb to hinder. Though the Pkilisline spirit 
doth strive, and Amaleok We by the way, yet good 
enconragement have we, as faithful soldiers enduring 
hardships, to travel on and follow our Captain fully ; 
for his reward is sure, though it is through many 
trials obtained. Yet when this momentary pilgrim- 
age is passed through, the greater weight of glory 
will out-balance all ; and in the sense of it, let our 
hearts rejoice, and our souls magnify that power 
that has preserved, and is able to preserve uuto the 
end ; and that in and through it we may be strong 
in the Lord Jesus, fitly furnished to every good 
work, and that we may never be weary of well-doing, 
nor faint in our minds. Though in this world we 
meet with many troubles, yet we know him that ia 
able to deliver out of them all ; and if he feed with 
i2 



rtlie bread ol 
yet blessed 



tlie bread of affliction, and the water of adverBity, 
yet blessed be his living Name, he teacheth our bouU 
to profit thereby. And we have cause to say in this 
trying day, as the three childrea did in ages past, 
We know that our God is able to deliver us, if he 
please ; but if he will not, we will still truat in him ; 
for he has been with ua in six troubles, and we have 
good cause to depend upon him, and to have confi- 
dence in him in the seventh. For it is bat a little 
while and persecution and affliction shall come to an 
end ; but the word of patience, that preserves in 
times of great temptatioa, abides for ever, and shall 
never have an end. Glory, and honour, and living 
praises be returned and ascribed unto the God of 
all our mercies and blessings, both spiritual and 
temporal, which we daily partake of from his fatherly 
hand ; for he is a never-failing God, and of his 

Iloving-kindnesa there ia no end ! And unto the 
protection of his almighty power, which reaches 
over sea and land, do I commit you, with my own 
Bonl, henceforth and for evermore. 



Q the nnchaogeable preciaus Truth, 

JOAN VOKINS. 



From London, the 3rd of the 
1st month, 1682. 



TO FRIENDS OF CRANBROOK,'lN KENT. ■ 

Dbab Friends, my love salutes you, and the rest 
of the faithful m Christ Jesus, who hold fast their 
integrity and retain their first love ; for anch are 
near and dear unto me, and often in my remembrance, 
whatever exercises they nndergo ; aod my soul doth 
often breathe unto the God of my life, that we may 
be kept in a \?aiting frame, that if trials and afSic- 
tions do abound, that his sanctifying Power may 
anperabound, that as faithful soldiers, we may en- 
dare hardships to the end ; that in the end we may 
receive the greater weight of glory, that may out- 
lialance all the momentary afflictions that we meet 
with in this short pilgrimage. Oh, glory to his 
Name I who is the physician of value, that can cure 
both body and soul ; he is worthy to be trusted in, 
who never fails them whose confidence is in him, and 
all things are possible for his Power to do ; therefore 
let our dependence be on it for ever, that we may 
feel it in all our undertakings, that we may have 
the benefit of it in the use of the creatnres, that 
hia blessing may he upon them, then it will go well 
with us, whatever may come. That the Lord Jesus 
brings to pass, for the honour of hia own worthy 
Name, and the comfort of our weak bodies, and 



ererlasting benefit of our immortal souls, is the 
deEire of 

Your true friend in the anchangeable Truth, 



4th of the 9th month, 1682. 



FOR THE FRIENDS OF ABINGDON MEETING, i» 
BERKSHIRE. 

Mt dear and wkll-beloted Friends, if you will ba 

delivered, then keep to Truth, and that will set yon 
free from Bin, and from iniquity ; and if you would 
wear the everlasting crown, think not for to sit 
down at ease, but follow the Lamb through the many 
tribulations, that you may partake of his sweet con- 
solations ; for the more triala and soro exercises do 
abound, the more the love and life of Jesus will 
Buperahound unto all thorn that do believe in him, 
and suffer with him, they shall assuredly reign with 
him, and be crowned with life, that are faithful unto 
death ; and what is left upon record we see fulfilling, 
that all that will live godly in Christ Jesna must 
suffer, and the worst enemies are those of their owa 
house. Let them read that have experience, for 
they may understand me, and such I truly sympathize 
with, in the patieace and suffering of the Lamb, 



knowing that tie and his follotrera are deeply en- 
gaged in the Bpiritnal warfare ; and trnly it is a 
precious and a blessed cause to he concerned in ; 
and them that love anj tiling more than him, are 
not worthy to bo concerned in hia war, neither can 
HDoh partake of his government and peace, which 
shall never have an end. 

Therefore we that go this spiritual warfare, 
must not be entangled, hut must folloiv our 
Captain through the many tribulations; hearing 
our faithful testimonies, that our garments may 
be made white, being washed in the blood of the 
Lamb ; that the precious adorning of his meek and 
quiet spirit we may be covered with ; that we may 
feel justification by him in our own hearts ; then 
we need not fear what man can do unto ns. Though 
all men should rise up against us, yet if our God be 
for us, he can take our part, and plead our cause, 
and soon subdue our enemies, if he pleases. But if 
he will not eo do ; yet we have cause to do as the 
three children did, to trust in him, however ; for he 
knows what is moat convenient for us, and he will 
cause all things to work together for our good; and 
if he gives the bread of adversity, and the water of 
affliction, yet, glory be to his worthy Name I he 
teaches us to profit thereby, and what he orders for 
as is still for the best. Let us wait to feel his 
sanctifying power to strengthen ub to follow him. 



^^H^ above all 



Trhicli way Boever he leads; that we may love him 
above all perUhiog things, and manifest our love by 
keeping his commands. One of his commands 
which he gave unto all his, is to watch, to be aware 
of their aool's enemy, and to enjoy the sweet benefit 
of their soul's friead, which far exceeds the friend- 
ship of all the world, and for the same we can turn 
onr backs on the glory of the world, and do choose 
rather to suffer with the Lamb and his followers, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season ; for 
that would captivate onr souls. Though we might 
have more favour from the wicked, and more ease 
to onr bodies, but if hardship bo our portion, and 
that we must have a sufRcient share therein, yet our 
reward is sure, if we endure to the end. Glory, and 
honour, and praises unto the God of all our mercies, 
and that for evermore I His blessed everlaating 
reward will out-balance all ; therefore great encour- 
agement have wa to wait upon the Lord Jesus, for 
the renewing of our inward man, that we may 
continue in well-doing, those few days we have to 
spend in this momentary pilgrimage, that in the end 
God may be gloriQed, and onr souls, after all trials 
and sore exercises are ended, may be everlastingly 
comforted. 

Dbab Fbiendb, by this you may see that I do not 
forget you, though so weakly in body, that I cannot 



visit you ; yet am with yoa in spirit, and as long as 
we abide in the precious Trnth, the Spirit of Truth 
writes us, as epistles in one another's hearts, that 
cannot be forgotten ; and in the same I dearly salute 
yon, and bid you farewell in the Lord Jesus. 
Though in this world you have many hesetnientH, yet 
under his tender eompassionato earo I commit our 
cause, and unto the protection of his almighty power 
do I commend you, with my own soul, henceforth 
and for evermore. 

tYoTir sister in the heavenly rektion, 
J. 

Chatoloio, Ist of the 
6th month, 1683. 



w. 



CONCERNING HEK JOURSET JKTO IRELAND. 



Beak Fbibnds, by this the blessed Truth, and 
they that love it may be cleared, that have unity 
with me in my Berviee ; for I have a witness in every 
heart, that I may appeal unto. But those that take 
no heed to the Spirit of God, the true witness in 
their own hearts, can have no experience of the 
work of it in others, and, therefore, no marvel if 
they wonder and perish, ae aaid the apostle, though 
they say dally, and weekly, and year after year, it 
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is their duty to love, and fear, and obey God with 
all their hearts, with all their souls, and with all 
their strength ; yet so far are they from the doing 
of it, that they are ready to cast aspersions on those 
that do. And though it is written in the Liturgy of 
the Church of England, that it ia their duty, yet , 
they will not wait upon Jesua to receive power to 
perform their duties ; and, therefore, they abide ia 
unbelief and disobedience, not considering their time 
is short, and the work of sancti&cation is great. 
Oil, how dangerous a thing will it be, to have such 
a weighty work to do, when there is no time to do 
it ! Well said the apostle, " Work out your own 
salvation tvith fear and trembling;" was that the 
way then ; and ia it become ridiculous now, that so 
many are so much averse to it ? Oh, where are the 
mockers and scoffers, and persecutors of our age ? 
Who arc hearing and reading the scriptures without 
understanding. Oh, that they would take heed to 
that which reproves for evil I that their understand- 
ings might be opened by it ; for that is the spirit 
that the holy men were inspired with, that gave 
forth the scriptures ; and until the hearts of people be 
turned to it, their understandings are so darkened, 
that they cannot see t]ie state of their own souls; 
much less understand the holy scriptures. There- 
fore we need not oare what such can say or do 
against ua, who truly fear the Lord, for our reward 



is from him ; and ve have good cause to serve him, 
and aeek to ezalt his blessed Trnth, bj preferriDg 
it above all tbinga. Thougb relationB maj be near 
and dear, yet to part vitb them, and natural life 
and all, is but my reasonable service, if my God 
requires it ; for I have found him a bountiful Master, 
and no respecter of persons. Those that truly 
fear him, and work righteousness, do find accept- 
ance with bim ; and tbat ia more to a remnant, than 
to find acceptance with all the potentates of the 
world ; for their favour will aot procure peace with 
God ; neither caa those live in God's holy heart- 
cleansing fear, tbat offend him to please man. 
In vain will it be for any to hope to die in favour 
with God, and not live so in his fear, as not to offend 
him ; and notwithstanding all the talk of loving 
the Lord Jeans, and fearing bim, yet there are none 
do it, but those that leave off doing evil, and learn 
to do well ; and auch keep bis holy commands, which 
are not grievous, but joyous to them, when the Lord 
doth enlarge their hearts, then can they run the 
way of his commands with great delight. But while 
man or woman atandeth at a distance from that good 
Spirit tbat God hath, in bis tender love, given 
them to profit withal ; they cannot be sensible of 
the Lord's enlarging their hearts, nor of his working 
in them, both to will and to do of bis own good 
pleasure ; therefore, let all have regard to the work 
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of God's holy Spirit in their own hearts, that theft 
may come to be Bensible of the goodness of th«. 
Lord, and the mighty works that he doeth for their- 
aonls ; and from a liviDg experience invite othors to. 
come and taste and see for themselves, how good, 
our God ia. For of a truth he is good uuto his Israetr, 
that are of an upright heart in his sight ; and thej 
can aaj of a ttuth, That one day in his courts is 
hetter than a thousand years in kiugs' palaces, and^ 
in the presence of the Lord is the fulness of oai!, 
soul's joy ; and at hia right hand are durable richer 
and pleasures for evermore ; and, indeed, it ia 
weighty to consider, how many are preferring the 
honour of man, before the honour of God, and 
earthly riches before the heavenly treasure. And 
how eagerly do mankind press after outward gain, 
and slightly esteem the gain of godliness, though, 
with content, it ia the greatest gain of all. 

But, my dear friends, you that can do nothing 
against the Truth but for the Truth, I leave these 
lines with you, that the weak may not be turned out 
of the way, nor the feeble caused to stumbio by any 
false aspersion, that the devil, through his instru- 
ments, may be permitted to cast npon me for the 
Truth's sake. For J have given no just cause to 
any to speak evil of me ; but if any should take 
occasion to apeak evil of the precious Truth, because 
of my serving it, let them know, that for this cause 



it waa made known unto me, that I might truly 
serve it and not myself; and if they that are car- 
nally minded would do so, they would then indeed 
know, that to be earnallj minded is death, but to be 
spiritually minded ia life, and peace, and true con- 
tentment. And tills I write as one that has had a 
wofol experience of the enmity that lodges in the 
carnal mind, and a good experience and privilege 
that redounda to the souls of the spiritually minded, 
and do earnestly desire that those who are carnal 
and sold under sin, as the apostle said, may turn 
unto that which ia to slay the enmity ; for it is nigh 
unto every one. It ia the word of the Lord which 
is the aword of his Spirit, and as a hammer to break 
down the partition- wall of sin, which separates the 
Boul from the presence of the Lord ; and it muat be 
known so to be, before men can he fit to receive the 
things of God. Thus may people come to see 
between things that differ, and not call good evil, 
and evil good, and put darknoaa for light, and light 
for darkness, as too many do, by which the Lord 
hath been and ia greatly provoked, his precious 
Truth vilified, and his children daily reproached as 
evil doers, and that by all sorts and sects. It is 
now, as it was in the days past, among the twelve 
diauiples there was one Judas, but he did not defile 
the rest, but he went to the high-priests and rulers, 
and so sided with them, that loved not the appear- 




utoa of Jema. And bo do these now, that lore not 
hie Bpiritnal nppsarance, and can no more nnder- 

stand the work of his power in his children, than 
they could that said, they were Abraham's seed, 
■ffhea Christ told them plainly, that they were of 
their father the devil, and his works they were 
doing, though they were very high in the world's 
esteem, (at that time,) and he very low in theirs. 
He told them the truth, and they hated him ; 
and we have read what became of them, and of 
Judas, when he conld not find repentance, though 
lie sought for it. O, therefore, let the harms of 
those, make all the disobedient and gainsayers be- 
ware in time, and seek to honour God by their sub- 
jection to the spirit of Christ Josus, who is come to 
save his people from tlioir sins, by hia spirilaal ap- 
pearance in their hearts, that their souls may have , 
the heavenly sentence pronounced at last by the 

I righteous Judge, Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vants, enter into the joy which is prepared for all 
them that believe in Christ, and auffdr with him, 
while on tho stage of this world, for theirs is tho 
blessed reward in the world that is to come; and 
they that suffer with him here, shall reign with him 
for ever. And in a living sense of his almighty 
Power, that hath already been manifested, is my 
heart encouraged to go on in his service, not look- 
ing at weakness, or aay outward thing that might 



by natural reason hinder ; for who bo poor, who ao 
simple, who ao weak, who so unworthy as I ? Surely 
the Lord God of love ia manifesfing his almighty 
Power in contemptible vessele, that it may be the 
more mngnified. Let all that take up the daily 
cross, and follow Jesua, magnify Ms power, for unto 
Buch it is daily manifested, to supply all their needs, 
and thereunto do I commit all, for ever, and ever- 
more. Amen. 

J.V. 

Written by one that breatheH for 
the prosperity of Sion, tmd de- 
^_ aires the welfare of all people, 
^^ 27th of the ath mouth, 1688. 



IN ANTIGUA AND NEViS ISLANDS, 
IN TUB WEST INDIES. 

Deaa Fbibnbs ia the heavenly relation, which is 
nearer than that of blood, in which the God of all 
our mercies keep us near unto himself, and one unto 
another, that as he renews his mercies, wo may 
renew our obedience unto him, and our love one to 
another, that wiiile we remain liore we may breathe 
one for another, that we may be refreshed together, 
though outwardly far asunder ; that as children of 
one Father we may feed together at one table, and 
k2 
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bo nourUhed with the feaatjof fat things, which our 
heavenly Father hath provided for hia siocere ones» 
unto whom his love hath heen ao largely extended, 
as to preserve in dangers deep, and made his won- 
ders known, even unto a poor despised remnant, 
that he hath daily provided for. Glory to his 
worthy Name ! and magnified be that almighty 
Power, that hath been ao largely manifested in all 
our troubles, and helped us when we could not help 
ourselves, and had none to help. Oh, how hath it 
wrought deliverances many, uneipectedly I Surely 
we have cause to trust in it, and to depend upon it ; 
for I have cause to say to the honour of it, there is 
nothing too hard for it to do ! I have proved it, 
and seen its mighty works to admiration, and it is 
daily marvellous in my eye ; for it is strength in the 
midst of my great weakness, a present help in 
times of my great need, and in the blessed enjoy- 
ment thereof I am sweetly encouraged to go on in 
my place of service, though in much weakness of 
body and outward affliction. By this you may 
know, that since friends' sufi'eringa in England 
ceased, there was way made for my coming to 
Ireland. I had come sooner, but sufferings were bo 
great, that I could not leave friends while it was so. 
As soon as ever friends came out of prisons, and 
before I could get strength after my long weakness, 
I set out for Ireland; but lest I should not ]ive to 



come, I came forth in great weakness, because it 
remained nith me to visit tLis land, and I have bad a 
good experience of tbe tender dealing of the righte- 
oua God, who never required me to do any thing, but 
he gave me of his never-failing Power to perform 
it. In the strength thereof I travel on in my 
heavenly progress, wherein the Lord God of all onr 
comforts and Gonsolations preserve us ail unto the 
end, whatever we have yet to meet with ; that 
nothing may be able to separate us from the enjoy- 
ment of our heavenly Father's love, tor the seasoned- 
nesa of his heart-cleansing fear, nor the refreshings 
of his daily suppHes of soul-nourishing life, and sup- 
porting power, but, through tbe feeling of the same, 
we may renew our watchfulness, and faithfulness, 
and continuation in well-doing, for he is a never- 
failing God, and from him all good proceeds, and 
therefore, worthy to be waited upon all the days 
of oar appointed time. Praises to the Name of 
Jesus, we have good cause to wait, and not to be 
weary ; for certain it is that he accepts of sincere 
waiting, he renews the inward strength of them 
that truly wait, and diligently observe the dictates 
of the right spirit, and join not with any thing that 
ia wrong ( these receive ability to do that which is 
right in the sight of God, and in and through Christ 
Jesus, such come to partake of the daily renewings 
of life ; whereby the heads of a remnant have been 
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borne np id great trials, and sore and Tariona exer- 
cises. Glory and honour be nnto onr God, throngh 
his son Christ Jesits our Saviour, for be hath saved 
QS when much evil hath been intended against us, 
and hath filled our cups, and caused them to over- 
flow ! Praised, and honoured, and renowned be hia 
holy Name, for it is worthy, and that for evermore I 
Amen. 

J. V, 

Written in Irelani!, 
Ttli month, 1686. 



THE YALE OP 

WHITE HORSE, in BERKS. 

Dear and well-beloved sisters, whom I cannot 
forget, but in that love that reacheth over sea and 
land, does ray soul dearly salute you, hoping that 
the pure mind will be stirred up in every one of you, 
to consider the matchless mercies of our tender God, 
which I do here put you in rememhranco of. Oh, 
how hath he manifested hia almighty power when 
we have been together in our women's meetings, 
and how have we been relieved and borne up over 
all opposition, both inwardly and outwardly, and in 
the gospel light have seen the great goodness of the 
Lord, and with the gospel power been strengthened 



when we were very weak, aod aupported when we 
were very needy ? Hath not our heavenly Father's 
love been sufficient to engage our hearts to faithful- 
ness ? Oh, that it may be aa an obligation to every 
one of 118, to keep to the gospel light, and to live 
the gospel life, and to love the gospel order, for 
onr God is a God of order. He affords precious 
opportunities to wait upon him, and if we abide in 
a good sense ol his love, we shall not forget our 
times and hours to wait for the seasons' of the Lord ; 
for they are so sweet to the thirsty soul, that it 
cannot be satisfied without them, and therefore many 
times thinks it long ere the meeting ilay come, that 
it might be replenished with the virtue of Christ 
Jesus the Head, and strengthened with the rest of 
the members ; for as we truly gather in his Name, 
(praises thereunto,) he hath made us partakers of 
his diviae nature. Oh, how hath he bedewed our 
souls, and caused onr cups to overflow, whea the 
arisings of his eternal power hath been felt among 
ns to rebuke the enemy, and keep him back, that 
would have hindered us from serving the precious 
Truth, and prevented us of the privilege of our 
women's meetings. Oh, that we may now take heed 
that we give him no advantage, by slighting tho 
mercies of our tender God, or neglecting of our 
duties, bat that in the remembrance of his tender 
3 and Fatherly love wo may double our dili- 
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gence in oqr places of aervice, that our God may bo 
honoured, feared, and obeyed by ua all, that we may 
receive the blessed and sure reward in the end, when 
time here aa to U3 Bhall be no more, and be in safety 
from all liarm for ever, and for evermore I So be 
it, saith the aoul of your dear sister in that which 
is strength to the weak, and help to the helpless, 
that sea nor land cannot separate. 

JOAN V0KIN3. 

From (he County of Wexford, 

in Ireland, the 26th of the _ 

7th month, 168S. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

So, dear hearts, by this yoii may know that my ' 
tender God is still exceedingly good unto me, and 
manifests his great power, and it is e 
my eyes, that I am yet alive, to tell of Iiis wondrous 
works. But blessed be his worthy Name, he preserves 
me by his almighty Power, and in his tender love 
provides for me ! Since I gave up all, he is more to 
me than all. Glory to bis Name, and magnified be 
his preserving and delivering power ; my sonl hath 
every day cause to say, for he hath done great and I 
wonderful things for my soul and weak body, else I 
I had not been alive at this day ; but still am I an 
object of his tender pity, and do hope so I shall be I 
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the remainder of my little time a monument to his 
praise ! Many senaible friends here are tendered in 
the sense of God's love when they see me travel in 
so much weakness. I hope that you and I shall 
praise his Name together, and magnify his eternal 
Power, though in person far asunder, for it is worthy 
to be magnified, aa it hath been manifested ; for if 
that had failed, we had failed ; but because that 
lives, our souls live to speak well of the Name of 
our God, who is above all gods, and there is none 
like unto him : it is honour to us sufficient to serve 
him, for his reward is sure, and blessed he his worthy 
Name, he makes me a partaker daily of the gain of 
godliness with contentmeat, which is a continual 
feast! 



I 



Your sister in my meftaurc, 



J.V. 



TO HER CHILDREN. 



After my dear love to my husband, this is to 
signify ray tender love to the precious Truth, by my 
motherly care for my children, that whether I live 
or die, you may be careful and take heed that yoa 
do not stMu the testimony of Truth, that you have 
received, by wearing of needless things, and follow- 
ing the world's fasbioas, in your clothing and attire, 
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but remember how I have bred yon np. Coo- 
gider what manner of persons yon ought to be, now 
yon are come to years of understanding, that yoa 
may not grieve the Spirit of the Lord, nor me, 
nor any of his dear children. But that you may 
walk as becomes the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you may be good examples to others,, 
and patterns of plainness and uprightnces in your 
conversations among a.\\ people ; then will the blcBS- 
ing of the Lord attend you, and it will be well with 
you in this world, and in that which is to coma; 
then shall God be honoured, and my soul with yours, 
and with the souls of all his tender ones that desire 
the same be comforted, and Truth promoted over 
all ; and then you will have cause to say with mo, 
that its excellency far transcends all that the world 
can afford, and will endure when that shall pass 
away. And, therefore, forget not the spirit of it in 
your hearts, hut take good heed unto it at your 
down-lying, and at your up-rising, that you witk 
me may have the benefit of that promise of tha 
Lord, who said. He would be with his children at 
their down-lying, and commune with them at their 
vp-rising. And in this the day of hie great lore, 
he is nigh unto his children, and delights in them 
that abide in a matching and a waiting frame, and 
take counsel of his divine Spirit: But woe untiy 
th&n, thai take coutuel, but not of me, laith tht 



107 

righteous God, and cover with a covering, but not 
of my Spirit. And, dear hearts, tlie day is coma 
that all false coverings will be found too short and 
too narrow, to hide from the wrath of the Almighty, 
and they that are truly the children of the Lord 
shall be covered under the wing of his eternal Power, 
from the jaw of the strong destroyer. Though he 
may cast in floods of temptations, and may try by 
subtilty to betray innoeeney, yet, dear hearts, look 
not at that, lest your faith should fail, but look unto 
the almighty power of God, and wait to receive it, 
and believe in it, and keep to tho measure already 
received, that will make way for you to escape the 
temptations, when you cannot help yourselves, and 
have no other to depend upon. Oh, then, how has 
lie appeared for mo, and manifested his preserving 
and delivering power ! Oh, let your 60u!s with 
mine, magnify it, for it is worthy, and that for 
evermore ! 

Truth is the sarao here as in England, and friends 
do not suffer the world's fashions to he followed, for 
both men and women here do go plain in their 
apparel, according to Truth, in ft comely manner. 
The women do not attire their heads, setting their 
clothes aloft, imitating the world's fashions, wearing 
any needless things, nor in a needless manner. Aud 
some pablic friends from hence, are going to Eng- 
land in the aervioe of Truth, and more to go, and 
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tlioy will be grieved to see friends' cliildren staia 
the Truth, by attiring themselyes not in modest 
apparel, and it would also bo a great grief to me, 
if my children should be some of them. And, 
therefore, look to it, I charge you, in God's holy 
fear, that you may be warned and escape the dangers 
that do attend youth, and be preserved out of all 
the snares of the evil one, for they are many. And 
by this you may see, that I do remember you ; and 
the breathing of my soul ia daily for you, and for 
all my relations ; and to them at Farringdon, and 
Chamey, and Goosey, and all the rest of friends 
thereabouts. Mind my love to them all as oppor- 
tunity is, and let them know, that the Lord God of 
my life, and the length of my days, is still exceed- 
ing good unto me, and enables me by his power to 
do his service; and blessed be Jiis holy Name, his 
preciona reward ia with me, and that causes my soul 
to rejoice, and makes my heart more glad, than the 
greatest increase of all outward things I Oh, that 
it may be so with yon, that your delight may be to 
serve him, accordiug to your measures, that you 
may clearly see, by the bright shining of the -Light, 
the vanity and folly of needless thiuga in apparel, and 
that to lean after the world's vain unsettled fashions, 
is 80 far from being comely, or an ornament to any 
professing Truth, that it is great cause of shame for 
any such to be ensnared thereby 1 I am certain, that 
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if yon keep to the gift of Christ'a Spirit, that is giren 
yoa to teaci you to profit, and to lead you into all 
Trutli and plainness, I say, that I am sure that if you 
hearken to the Spirit of Christ in your own hearts, 
that then these needless things afore-natned, and 
foolish fashions of the world will become a burden to 
you, as they are to me, and then you would he soon 
weary of them, and of all that is needless : round 
attire upon the head, set np aloft, &c. I desire, that 
the Lord may lay it home to yonr consideration. 
And yon may also hereby know, that I have had 
not one well day nor night since I came here; hot 
I am not worse than I was at home. I have travel- 
led throe hundred miles and upwards in this nation 
of Ireland, and am now going for the north, I have 
been often very like for death, but have not lain by 
it yet, blessed be the Lord 1 

I am uncertain when I shall be clear to return, 
but I intend to go no further than I have a necessity, 
because of the weakness of my body, and the winter 
drawing on, it is hard for me to travel ; but the Lord 
is exceeding good unto me, beyond what I am able 
to express. My dear love to all relations and 
friends. I rest 

Your dear mother, 



From Dublin, the 18th of the 
mh month, 168fi. 




1 



AN EPISTLE TO FRIENDS, 

Dear Fbibnsb, in the covenant of life, whonL 
Lord in hia unspGakable love hath done go 
bountifully by, as to reveal bis Son in us, visiting. 
our Koula when in a lost condition, and could find no. 
comfort. Oh, let his mercies never be forgotten, 
and the conaideration of bis fender dealing abide- 
with UB ; and let tbe renewings of bia tender mercies, 
both spiritual and temporal, give us fresh occasions 
to renew our obedience ; for if we abide in tbe con- 
sideration of his love, we cannot but bo tendered in 
the sense of the same, and brought thereby into- 
true subjeetioQ to the sanctifying power, by which 
we have been and aro preserved, notwithstanding 
all the dangers that hath or do attend. Oh, tha 
excellency of the Power ! it is so precious unto a 
remnant, that we have continual cause to glorify our 
Heavenly Father, with all, and over all, for he is 
worthy; and if it be with life and all, it is but our 
reasonable service; and iboae that will save that 
alive that is to die, do thereby deprive themselves 
of life eternal ; and, therefore, we have all need to 
dwell low in the self-denying spirit, and the daily 
cross, that we may still enjoy the convincing power, 
that we may travel on in our heavenly progress with, 
valour and courage, those few days that are to come, 
in which we may expect many troubles. But living 
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praiaea to the God of our li^ea and length of our 
daya, ia Jliin we find that peace, that man cannot 
give nor take from us; and in Christ Jesua, our 
life ia hid from all that are in darkness, and under 
the shadow of death ; and because the Son of God 
lives, our aoula live to praise his worthy renowned 
Name ! Hia eternal power that has been manifested 
to tender our hearts, and to bring ua into auhjection 
to so good a Master, daily nouriahes and enriches 
our souls with the reward of life in our bosoms, 
which causes us to say with the prophet. One day 
in his courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
And surely it is better to he a door-keeper in the 
house of God, than to dwell in the chiefest palaces 
of the wicked. Oh, how goodly are the tents of 
Jacob, where we find safety in times of need! As we 
abide in covenant with Jacob's God, we have cause 
to rejoice as Israel did, when the Rock that followed 
them was Christ Jesus, the Rock of Ages, the aura 
Foundation of the faithfal, the hiding-place, as the 
shadow of a mighty rock io a weary land, to slielter 
the weary travellers by the way ; the streams of 
Shiloh, that run so sweetly to comfort the comfort- 
less, and to strengthen the weak, and relieve tha 
thirsty souls. Oh, how sweet are Shiloh's brooks, 
where no galley with oars can pass, where the water 
of life flows softly, but sweeljy, without any thing 
that flesh and blood can do, for that avails nothing 
^our heavenly journey, and, therefore, to U^ Wi. 
l2 
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in no reputation, bnt to be daily denied, and the 
cross taken np; and following Jesus faithfaliy and 
fully towards the crown, which is the blessed recom- 
pense for us to look unto, that we may run the raos 
that is set before us in patience, that in the end we 
may obtain the mark of the prize of the high-calling 
that is in Christ Jesus, which is a mystery to those 
that do not obey him, but a sweet benefit to them 
that do obey his call ; for they are chosen ones, a 
peeuhar people, zealous of good works, glorifying 
onr heavenly Father. And here we come to know 
that scripture fulfilled, where it is said You shall 
call upo7i me in times of trovhle and I vjill deliver, 
and you shall glorify me. 

Oh, that all the conyinced ones, for whom I 
am BO often concerned, would but consider, that 
all that are auiODgst us, might be of us, in glori- 
fying God, by answering the divine requirings of 
his lore ; for we all know suf^cient, but all do 
not obey ; bat yet the unfaithfulness of some 
does not make void the reward of the faithfal, 
God forbid; but the reward encourages them to 
invite all to taste and see for themselves how good 
the Lord is ; for he is communicating of fresh 
supplies of his tender love, and soul-refreshing life, 
nndeclarably unto them that fear him, and dare not 
offend him, and so love him, as to keep his com- 
mands ; them he will make partakers of his precious 
promises, for he promised never to leave nor forsake 



hia, and to be with thera at their down-lving anil 
iipriaiDg, aod at all times both day and uigbt. 
Aa we keep covenant witb lim, he will be witb us, 
and wo shall be with him that lives for ever to give 
life to U8, who wait upon him, and that wo may have 
it more abundantly, that we may live to hia praise, 
though amongst a crooked generation, who do daily 
provoke the righteous God. Surely the crying aina 
of the ungodly have long cried for vengeance in 
the ears of the mighty God of heaven and earth, 
and hia just judgments will suddenly find them out; 
and then if Daniel, Noah, and Lot were there, they 
shall deliver none but their own souls ! And, there- 
fore, we have cause to be concerned as Lot was iu 
Sodom, that we may be preachers of rigbteousneaa 
in our Uvea and conversations ; that aa the wicked 
do dishonour and grieve the Lord, we may be the 
more careful to honour and glorify him, by bringing 
forth much fruit, for hia delight is in such ; and it wo 
abide in Christ Jesua, the true vine, then shall we 
be fruitful in every good work ; for ho is the root 
from whence we receive virtue, else we should wither 
and soon decay ; but blessed be the root from wlienca 
we receive sap and daily relief. Oh, that it may 
lie always upon 'our branches, that we may bring 
forth fruit in due season, and blossom as the rose of 
Sharon, and grow aa the lily of the valley, yielding 
a good savour in our worda and actiona, that whether 
together or asunder, we may be one another's joy 
~ l3 
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id crown of rejoicing in the Lotd Jeans, in whom 
onr fresh springs are, fflio is the fountain of all our 
mercies, whose fitreams make glad bis whole oitjr, 
who relieves and replenishes our sonis, and gives na 
many fmitfal seasons, and makes onr souls partakers 
of the early and latter rain, and of his eternal Spirit, 
wherein is the hond of peace, in which the Lord 
God of all our mercies, keep us all near unto him- 
self, and one unto another, that, through the enjoy- 
ment of the same, we may magnify his eternal 
Power, and praise his most holy Name, for it ia 
worthy to be hononred and renowned over all, and 
that for evermore. Amen, saith the soul of your 
dear sister, in that which reaches over sea and land. 



JOAN VOKINS. 



I live m . 



Written at Drogkeda, in 

Ireland, the 27tli of the 
9th month, 166G. 



Friends here are well, and in the enjoyment of 
peace and plenty, blessed he the Lord ! and meetings 
large for tho most part, and friends nnanimoualy 
concerned in the service of Truth, as in the begin- 
ning, and keep their zeal for Trnth, and delight to 
live in it. 



Here follows a Paper that was prirUed in 1687, 
entitled. 



S DNTOALL THOSE THAT WAKT PEACE 

«H'ITH GOD, BY KEAaON OF THE BURDEN OP SIN THAT 
KEEPS THEM FROM ACCEPTANCE WITH THE LOED 
IBSUa, AND FKOM AN ASBDRANCE OF SALTATION, 
THOTJOH IT BE VERT DESIRABLE TO THEM, 

Oh, it IB the weary and heavy-laden that he ten- 
ders reat unto I and they that take heed to his good 
Spirit which is light, and leave off that which it 
condemns, and follow its iastructions, they obtaia 
the way of life, and he becomes their Shepherd, and 
they hear his voice, and a stranger they will not 
hear ; bnt they follow him ; and he feeds them with 
that which the strangers to his voice, and hireling 
shepherds cannot attain onto, by all their arts or 
parts esternal ; but it comes to be enjoyed by faith 
in Christ Jesus, that gives victory over sin ; and, 
therefore, it is time for all people to consider, and 
as the apostle said, to try and examine themselves, 
whether they be in the true faith or no ; for there is 
CO true faith, but that which stands in the almighty 
Power, and that gives victory over the powers of 
darkness ; and without this faith it is impossible to 
please God, aa it is left upon record in the scriptures 
of Truth. So all are to believe in the Sou of God, 
vrho ia the Light of the world, and hath enlightened 
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every one that cornea into tho world, as saith the 
Bcriptnre; and in the universal love of God, he 
his Son for a Light to enlighten the Gentiles, 
to be salvation unto the enda of the earth- 
He died for all ; and his love so far extended unto 
all, both male and female, that he would havo nojto 
to perish, hut that all by turning to his good Spirit, 
may be saved from all that the evil spirit leads into ; 
for whosoever follows the leadings of the Spirit of 
Jesus, who is given for a Leader of his people, ho 
leads them in the path of righteousness, and as they 
come to be servants of righteousness, they come to 
be free from sin. It is written in the scripturea 
of Truth, that the servants of sin are free from 
righteousness, and they that commit sin are of the 
devil, for he is tho original of sin ; hut Jesus Christ is 
the original of the pure, holy and undefileil religion, 
that keeps from the evil of the world, which is 
pride, adultery, lying, cheating, idolatry, supersti- 
tion, and other spots that those are stained with, 
who are not acquainted with him, that said, I wis- 
dom lead in tho midst of the paths of judgment, 
to cause them that lovo mo to inherit substance. 
There is much talking of loving him, but few inclined 
to keep his commands ; and much talking of hia 
fear, hut little standing in awe, so as not to offend 
him. But BO far are many from taking heed unto 
the measure of his Spirit of Light that ho hath 
pUced in their hearts, that they do not know it 
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leading them to the heart-cleansiDg fear ; for if they 
did, how could they plead for sin, ao loog as they 
remain ia these hodies ? whereas it hath been said 
by the Spirit of the Lord, and left upon scripture 
record, that the fear of the Lord, is as a fountain of 
life, to depart from the snares of death ; and the 
beginning of the true wisdom, and a good under- 
fltanding, have all they that follow after it, for they 
depart from iniquity. It cleanses the heart, and 
keeps it clean, according to the testimonies the 
Bcripturea bear record of; therefore unto it I recom- 
mend all people, that all may have the privilege 
of it, that their hearts may be cleansed ; for it is 
well known, there is no repentance in the grave, but 
aa death leaves, righteous judgment will find. And, 
therefore, let the long-suffering and patience of the 
Lord lead to repentance, such a repentance that needs 
no repenting of, a changing of the heart, ahstainiug 
and refraining from every appearance of evil 

This is that which the Lord hath long waited for, 
and doth yet wait to be good and gracious unto all 
those that confess and forsake their evil thoughts, 
words, and works, and they shall surely find mercy 
with him, and be acquainted with him, and feel 
acceptance with him, and know the work of hia 
sanotifying power, to sanctify throughout in body, 
soul, and spirit, that the work of aanctification may 
not be to do when the messenger of death will not 
be denied, for then it will be too lata ta ^ot'*. «^ 
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salvation with fear and tremlliog; anil, there- 
fare, it would he good for all to consider, how good 
the Lord is, in that he hath considered the frailty 
of all flesh, and hath given unto every one a measure 
of his good Spirit, to help our iofirrnities, and to 
teach us. But if we neglect this gift of God, we 
shall he inexcusable in the day of account, and he 
will he clear of us all ; and, therefore, let all be 
diligent to hear the word of reconciliation, that the 
work thereof may be experienced, for it begets 
again unto God, those that were afar off, and when 
the work of regeneration is witnessed, and the birth 
of the water of life, and Spirit of Jesus ; then the 
new creature that avails with God, comes to ba 
in unity and peace with him, and then the Spirit of 
Jesus bears witness to the spirits of such, that they 
are the children of the Lord, but except a being born 
again, there can be no entering into the kingdom ; 
for the first birth cannot enter into the first -Adam's 
nature, all are dead, but they that are begotten 
again by the word of God's power, as the seriptiire 
testifies, they come to be changed into the nature 
of the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, the 
quickening Spirit, in him all such are made alive; 
and as they live in his fear, and do not grieve his 
Spirit, their sufficiency is in the engrafted Word of 
hia Grace that is able to save, and in the same do 
witness preservation, as in the days of olJ ; it is the 
same that Daiid hid in his heart, that he might not 
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Bin against the Lord, and it was as a lantern unto bis 
feet, and a light unto his path. 

And BO it is now, blessed he the Name of tha 
Lord ! unto them who aro truly watchful in it. 
But those that are obeying the power of darkness, 
break the command of Christ Jesus; and it is left 
upon scripture record, that ho did not my only 
unto one, bnt unto all, watch ; and surely it is as 
needful as ever for us to keep a narrow watch, 
and that in the Light ; for our soul's enemy 
works always in the dark, and except we keep a 
continual watch over our hearts, in that which doth 
discover his snares, we cannot escape ; and so let all 
that have any sense, that it ia their duty to wait 
upon the Lord, be careful to keep the command of 
watchfulness, that the enemy, nor any of bis instru- 
ments, do not prevent from waiting in stillness upon 
the Lord, for he doth renew the strength of them 
that do truly wait upon him ; and the Lord, by his 
servant, hath said. That they shall run and tiot be 
vjeary, and walk and not faint ; and now he is 
fulfilling the scripture, wherein it is said. The 
children of the Lord shall be taught of the Lord, 
and they shall be established in righteoitaness, and 
great shall be their peace. 

Oh, let all that want it, bearken unto the trae 
Shepherd of the litLle flock, for whom the kingdom 
is prepared, who encourages them, and bids thera 
fear not; though the wolfish destroyer is nigh unto 
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Ihem, yet be is the overseer, and in all trials and ex- 
erciBes he is their preservation ; and they that have 
been eiercised deeply, and tried thoronghly,tbey oati 
tell of hia wonderful works, and have cause to speak 
well of his moat worthy Name, and to invito others 
to come and taste and see for themselves, how good 
the Lord is, in that he gives all a time of tender 
visitation. Oh! that all people would but consider it 
before it be too late, that while the good Spirit of 
Light is striving, their hearts may be affected with it, 
and joined to it, for it will not always strive ; and, 
therefore, let snch as could not come into obedience' 
because of sufferings, now consider how good the 
Lord is, in that he hath calmed the storms of perse- 
cution, and opened a door for such as are convinced 
to come into obedience ; let them now perform what 
tliey promised to the Lord, when they were looking 
to see what the Lord would do with his poor despised 
people, (called Quakers,) for, said they, it is the 
Truth that they suffer lor, hut we cannot suffer for 
it ; the sufferings are too hard for us to bear, else 
we should own it. Oh I let all such truly consider 
the wonderful love of God, his tender mercy may 
not be disregarded, nor hia great love undervalued, 
but let every such a one double their diligence, 
and make no delays, for delays in this weighty con- 
cern are very dangerous ; for who knows how little 
time they have to come, or what it may bring forth ; 
therefore, that the present time be not ill spent. 
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bui while it is to day, if any vjiU hear his voice, let 
them not harden their hearts, as it was in the day 
of provocation : for many are tlie invitations of the 
great love of God, and if it be slighted, he will 
certainly withhold his mercies; and therefore we 
have great need to embrace his love, that we may 
not provoke him to wrath, for he is just, and will 
render unto all people according to their doings. 

JOAN VOKINS. 
Wast-Chaiclou), Uth of the 
3rd month, 1687. 



A TESTIMONYtothe WORK OF GOD'S POWER. 

Because of the marvellous love of God in Christ 
Jesus, I cannot conceal my testimony for the won- 
derful work of his eternal Power, that hath been 
admirably manifested in my poor sou], and weak, frail 
body, and if I should not leave a short testimony 
of it to posterity, I should be very ungrateful. 
I pray God that the sin of ingratitude may not be 
laid heavy on any of ua professing Truth, when the 
messenger of death calls, hut that wkile we live we . 
may live in subjection to his almighty Power, that 
when we die, we may seal our testimonies thereunto 
in true submission, and receive the blessed reward 
of the faithful. 

Oh, what tongue can declare the wonderful loving- 
Inesa of the Lord, as is experieaccAb-j Wia'iR.'v^'sS- 
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obey his commands ! Snrely this is the wsy to abide 
in fats lore, and his great lore has beeu so largely 
manifested to me, that it has engaged me so to love 
him again, as to foraake the world's glory, cnstoma 
and fashions, vanities, elements, traditions, and 
superstitions, and to take up my daily cross and 
follow Jesus through the many tribulations. But 
blessed be his worthy Name ! ha hath filled my cup 
with his sweet consolationa, and caused me to aay, 
that one day in his courts, is better than a tboasaitd 
elsewhere ; and I had rather be a door-keeper in the 
house of my God, than to dwell in the pleasantest 
palace of the wicked. For until I through tender 
mercy, had unity with Jesus in hia divine Spirit of 
Light, my soul could have no true satisfaction, 
though ever so self-righteous ; but when the heart- 
searching Light made manifest my condition, my 
heart wm bo affected with it, that I still desired the 
operation of the power of it ; and as [ came to watch 
in the measure of it, I became aware of the enemy, 
and through faith in Christ Jesus obtained a waiting 
state, which could not be obtained by me, but as I 
felt the almighty Power to rebuke the subtle enemy 
that lies ao nigh. As we are commanded to watch, 
we find great benefit by keeping that command. And 
magnified be that wonderful Power that has preser- 
ved in dangers deep, and difiiculties many ; there is 
nothing too hard for it to do ; it has often rebuked 
the deatroyer, helped the helpleaa, and strengthened 



tlie weak, and supported the needy ; and aa we have 
waited for it, we have been partakers of tlie arising 
of it, to our comfort, when our souls have been in a 
desolate condition, when we coald not help ourselves, 
Dor had none to help na. Oh ! how hath it wrought 
by sea and land, and among false hrethreu ; it 
hath so signally preserved and wrouglit deliverances 
many, sometimes by ways unexpected. Surely it is 
worthy to be trusted in, and depended upon, and 
magnified, as it hath been manifested, my soul hath 
cause to say to the honour and renown of it, for its 
perfect strength hath been my support in every great 
weakness, and in its strength I have travelled many 
thousands of miles by land, and many thousands of 
leagues by sea, through many and sore exercises, 
both inwardly and outwardly, and it hath raised my 
soul from death, and my body many times from the 
brink of the grave. Oh ! let it have honour of its 
own works, saith ray soul ; for it is worthy, for it 
will make the strong to bow, and the weak to be aa 
David, and it is worthy to be extolled in a wonderful 
manner, for no heart can be too much affected with 
it, there is all-sufficiency in it, to relieve the poor 
and to encourage the feeble. Though there be much 
to be met with in our heavenly progress, yet here is 
a sure defence in stormy times, wherein (glory unto 
it) I have found shelter, when many times in a weary 
condition by reason of eserciae of aoul and spirit, 
and weakness and pain of body. Oh \ hovt m'ui^<j 
u2 
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hundreds of milcB have I travelled in this the land of 
my nativity, and thousands elsewhere, in such a con- 
dition, not having many well days in many years 
togethefj but jet have good cause to say, (to the 
honour and renown of the sanctifying Power of the 
God of my life,) blessed be the Lord Jesus, his rod 
and staff have comforted me, and he is always with 
me, and I have cause to admire the tender dealing 
of my heavenly Father, for he hath exercised me in 
the deep, and made his wonders known. And I have 
cause to speak well of his worthy Name, for it hath 
been as ointment poured into my poor wounded soul, 
and it was also so much comfort and strength to my 
weak body, that I can tenderly invite others to come 
and taste and see how good that Name is that brings 
salvation, that those that have a desire for it, may 
obtain it ; for as the heart comes to be bowed unto 
the powerful Name of Jesus, and the soul and spirit 
come to be gathered into a sense of the great love 
of God, there will then be felt a necessity to serve 
and obey the God of all our mercies. And this waa 
with Die when in great weakness, when temptations 
came in as a flood, and the enemy, by his buffettings, 
was ready to overcome, Oh ! blessed and magnified, 
and renowned over all, be that everlasting Power, 
that wrought a resignment so effectually, and caused 
me to cast my care upon him, that always careth for 
his children, who is the Holy One, and dwelleth in 
highest heavens, and has regard to them of 
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low degree, for he has been more to me than all 
that this world can produce, and hath fulfilled many 
precious scriptures. He hath not been wanting as a 
tender Father, but his mercies of old, and the con_ 
tinuation of his favoars, and the renewing of his 
tender dealing, huve deeply obliged me to glorify 
him nnto the end, and in the end for evermore, for 
he is worthy, for he hath redeemed my soul from out 
of the grave of sin and death : and now may I say 
to the praise, and honour, and renown of his power- 
ful Name, that to live is Christ, and to die is so much 
gain, that my soul ia deeply affected in a true con- 
sideratioa of the same. Oh, that my posterity and 
friends, for whom my soul hath so long breathed and 
travailed may be so ooncemed, that every one may 
be made partakers of the like precious faith with 
me, while on the stage of this world, that we may 
leave a faithful testimony behind, that the gener- 
ations to come may be Induced thereby to fear and 
serve the Lord, for he is a sure rewarder of all them 
that are diligent in so doing, not only in this world, 
but in that which is to come, with life everlasting, 
world without end. Amen. 

JOAN V0KIN3. J 

This was written a few montliB ^M 

^^^ before her decease, about the ^^^^^B 

^^L 1st ^^^^M 

i. •• ■■ 




f TO WILLIAM COOPER and his WIFE, dwelling 
IN WEST JERSEY, neak DELAWARE RIVER, 
NOT FAR FaoM BURLINGTON, these asz 

Dbab and tender friends, William Cooper and M., 
my love in the unchangeable Truth salutes you, and 
in the same I still desire your welfare as my own, 
with all that hold fast their integrity, and retain 
their first love, they are as near and dear uuto mo 
as ever, and my entire love truly reaches to them 
all. I desire thou mayst let them know, if they 
lave received my letters and epistles, for I have sent 
several, but my kinsman dying by the way, makes 
me question whether what I sent did ever come 
to any of your hands ; for I sent to you, and to 
S. Spicer, and Lydia Wright, (as waSj) and to her 
husband, and to her sister Mary Andrews, and to 
several others in Pennsylvania side, as well as on 
that side, and I should be very glad to hear of your 
welfare in the Lord Jesus, for tliat my soul still 
travails as truly as when I was amongst you, Oh, 
that your faithfulness and living obedience may en- 
gage our heavenly Father to answer the breathing 
desires of my soul, for you in those remote places, 
for I cannot forget you. The cry often runs through 
me for your preservation and prosperity every way, 
and that the honour of Truth and the good one of 
another may be preferred far more than all other 
things, that our nearness and dearneBs unto our 
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tender God, and one unto auother may be felt and 
witnessed, that we maj praise his worthy Name, and 
magnify his preserving and (ielivering power, for it 
hath been largely manifested, may a little remnant 
tmlj say, that has known the wonderful works of our 
God to admiration. Oh, we have great cause to 
speak well of his Name, to remember his merciea 
of old, and to hold the continuation of his favours 
in great esteem I Blessed be the Lord Jesus, he 
hath not been wanting to us, but his renewed mercies 
daily are sufficient to deeply engage us to renew our 
faithfulness and obedience, that our heavenly Father 
may be pleased to continue mid multiply his tender 
dealings towards us, that whatever is yet to come, 
may never be able to separate us from the sense of 
his love, from the aeaaonedness of his holy fear, or 
from that cementing life, that joins us as members 
unto Christ our Head. And that if trials should 
abound, we may all feel the love and life of Jesus to 
BUperabonnd, that every bitter cup that is yet to 
come may be sweetened, all hard things made easy, 
and we encouraged to travel on in our heavenly pro- 
gress, keeping a narrow watch in the precious Light, 
and diligently waiting in the same, that we may be 
filled with heavenly treasure, for all other is very 
nncertain. We hero do meet with a suf&cient share 
of many and variable esereisea ; neither do I expect, 
that you there do go free; but this is that I do 
desire above all things, even your living growth li 
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the preciouB Truth, and that yoa may eniJare to the 
end ; for they are assuredly happy, and a blessed 
reward is prepared for them I And in a living sense 
of the same, the Lord God of our lives keep us here, 
d you there, that our breathiuga may be continued 
! for another, that we may he refreshed one ia 
another, and praise the God of heaven and earth. 
together, (in his one eternal Spirit,) aa with one 
heart and soul, for he is worthy to be had in livin; 
remembrance, and his pure Power to he magnified 
and renowned over all. Unto it I commit ua all, 
for it is over all, and wortliy to have the 
of ua all ; and with it I leave all, for there is nothing 
too hard for it to do ; it is worthy to he exalted 
over all in heaven and earth, and that for 
more, saith the soul of your loving sister in the 
nnchangeable Truth, 

JOAN VOKINS. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

At this season, as at many other times, onr 
General Meeting here, has been a time of very 
precious heavenly bedewings. Blessed be the God of 
' heaven and earth, his Power has filled the asaembliea 
of his people I and the remembrance of you and 
other remote islands is signified by epistles that were 
signed at our women's meetings, and ordered to be 
sent to you, when opportunity presents, that you 
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may rejoice with ue, and joy in the God of your and 
our salvation, in and through Christ Jesus, who lives 
and abides to make interceasion for us, his poor 
helpless ones, who have had no helper but him. 0!i, 
glory to hia Name for ever, he has been with us in 
many troubles, and gives ua cause to believe he will 
be with us for ever ! And unto his tender care do 
I commit all our states and conditions, for fresh and 
Buitable supplies come from him the fountain of all 
our mercies, to whom be returned the honour and 
the glory over all, for he ia worthy for evermore. 

The Lord my God, in his great goodness to me, 
(after a long time of weakness,) has enabled me by 
his Power, to come once more to this Yearly Meet- 
ing, to bo refreshed among his worthy ones, and I 
could do no less than cast my mite into the treasury. 
And when the epistle comes, aa is directed, to West 
and £!aBt Jersey and Philadelphia, I entreat thee 
and thy wife to let copies be sent to York and Long 
Island, J. V. 



^P TO ANTIGUA AMD NEVIS, ^c. 

G. W., DEAK Fbibsd, after the salutation of my 
dear love, which truly reaches unto thee, thy wife, 
and friends, this ia to let you know, that I cannot 
forget you in those remote islands, but have been 
often concerned for you in a travail of soul before 
the Lord, and now Laving this o^^oi^'im.V-j V?.VH.<it •&- 
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long time of bodilj weakness) to vi^t friends at 
London, I can do no less than let yoa know, that, 
through tender mercy, I am yet alive, to tell of the 
goodness of the Lord, to admire the works of his 
almiglity Power, and to speak well of his worthy 
Name. For glory and honour and praises thereunto, 
he is the same as ever, and his mercies, and the con- 
tmuatioa of bis favours, are never to he forgotten, 
and hia renewed goodness and mercies, both spiritoal 
and temporal, are daily sufBcient to engage us to 
renew our faithfulness and obedience unto our ten- 
der God. Oh, tliat thus it may be with all that he 
has been so good unto, as to bring near unto him- 
self and one unto auotker, who were once afar off 
from the fellowship of the saints in Light ! But 
blessed be the Lord, who hath caused his Light to 
shine in our tabernacles, and shewed us the way that 
we should walk in. And now Christ Jesus is oup 
life and salvation, and he fills our cups with sweet 
consolation ; and as many as do walk in the Light 
have fellowship one with anotker, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin, and purifies and 
fits the earthen vessel for the heavenly treasure. 
And the escellency of the Power is of tlie Lord, and 
the glory over all is his, and he is near unto then 
that seek his glory more than their outward interest,. 
and he will fill their treasuries with this heavenly 
treasure, and so as we follow him, we inherit sub*' 
stance, and have no more need to wander, as in the: 



days past, ufter hnsks and shadows, but to keep to 
the Sfiepherd and Bishop of our soula ; for bleaaed 
be his Name, he feeds U3 in the green pastures of 
life, and cauaes ua to lie down by the still waters, 
when the raging sea foams out mire and dirt. Oh, 
this is he that led Israel in the days of old, and 
never said to the seed of Jacob, Seek ye inyface in 
vain. And therefore, dear friends, we have cause 
to say, to the praise of his holy Name, That goodly 
are the tents of Jacob, and blessed is his dwelling- 
place ; for it is within the munition of roclis, where 
our bread is ever snre, and the water of life nerer 
fdla, where the weary find sweet repose, and the 
thirsty are refrealied, and where our aoala feed to- 
gether, when our bodies are far asunder. So therein 
the Lord preserve us and you unto the end, that he 
may have the hononr, and our souls the benefit for 
. evermore. 

I And by this thou mayst know, that we have had 
w» precious time here at London, at our Yearly 
Meeting, and many precious testimonies have been 
borne by sons and daughters, to the almighty Power 
of God, that hath filled the assemblies of his people. 
Oh, how liath the heavenly dew distilled upon our 
branches, and brought forth fruit that reaches unto 
you in those islands ! I dearly desire it may be 
pleasant to your taste, that we may be refreshed one 
in another, and bo one another's joy and rejoicing 
ID the Lord Jesus ; and that the e^\st\es. Ql\ti"^'s.'&iaS. 
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were eigned here at our Tearlj and Quaiteily 

Meetings, may indnee yoa to write again, that yon 
there, may have a correspondence with friends here, 
in the vrork and service that our God hath called 
us unto, that Spiritual fruits may be brought forth 
and abound in all the churches. Our heavenly 
Father delights in those that bring forth tho fruita 
of bis Spirit, for every member that bringeth forth 
fruit to his praise, he purges and waters with the 
seasons of his early and latter rain, and causes 
them to bring forth fruit more and more. And so 
the dew of the everlasting hills rest upon you, 
and us, and upon all the heritage of God every- 
where, for evermore. Amen, aaith the soul of thy 
true friend and sister, in that which reaches over 
sea and land, and which length of time cannot wear 
oat. 

JOAN VOKINS. 

I hope to hear from Nevia, as opportunity pre- 
sents. My dear love is to W. FifiWa widow, if yet 
alive, and to all the rest of those that are alive, 
who love the Truth and live in it, for thoy aro very 
precious to me. J. V. 

At London. 
This was written soon after the 
Yearlj Meeting, 1690, about the 
end ot tlie it\\, ur ttie beginning' 
of the 5th month, 1690. 
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